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AMAZING TREES
WE SEE EVERYDAY

P

ete Hooft, a Utility Lines Construction
Services general foreperson in the Danny
Stanley Region, drives by this remarkable
red mulberry (Morus rubra) tree in Alamance, North
Carolina nearly every day.
“The tree isn’t all that tall, but the trunk is stocky
and it’s so hollow you could almost stand inside it,”
says Pete. “I think it’s cool that the trunk is that big
and almost all dead, but it’s still full of leaves!”
Supervisor Kenny Melton of the Doug Smith
Region stopped by the tree and was able to identify
the species as a mulberry, and an old one at that! He
said the homeowner did not know the age of the
tree, but Kenny thought a new mulberry
might be growing out of the old one. The
leaves on young trees often have two or
three lobes (as seen below), but the leaves
on a mature tree are simple and broadly
cordate with finely serrated edges. The
upper surface of the leaf is rough like
sandpaper and the underside is a lighter
green with soft hairs. This particular tree
seems to display both types of leaves.

Mulberry trees can be found throughout the Eastern U.S., probably because birds and
small animals love to eat the berries and then distribute the seeds as they move and
migrate. Shaped similar to a blackberry, some people enjoy eating them, too!

O

If you see an amazing tree and want to share it with our readers, please send your
photos and contact information to CorpComm@asplundh.com.

Photo by Forest and Kim
Starr - Plants of Hawaii

The strangler fig is semi-deciduous with
ovate, elliptic, usually glossy green leaves and
it produces small fruits/figs (shown at R). Ficus
aurea is native to southern Florida, but can be
found in the Caribbean Islands and southern
parts of Central America.
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ur readers in Florida or the Caribbean
might see a ‘strangler fig’ (shown at R)
every day, but Administrative Assistant
Becky Rohrer of Affirmative Action & Immigration
Compliance in the Willow Grove Home Office had to
go all the way to the Chacchoben Ruins in Costa Maya,
Mexico to see this amazing tree.
Becky was fascinated by the fact that the host
tree — probably a palm — had died and left a hollow
tower of strangler fig tree roots. Considered a fast
grower, the strangler fig (Ficus aurea) often begins
life as an epiphyte, which is a non-parasitic plant that
uses the host plant for mechanical support. However, it
earns its common name because it tends to eventually
cut off water and nutrients to its host tree, ‘strangling’
it to death. Some host trees survive the
relationship and simply die of old age, which
may have been the case in this photo that
Becky took on vacation.
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SAFETY SUCCESS
IS NO ACCIDENT

Y

by Tim Walsh
Director, Safety Operations

SAFE, EFFICIENT AND ACCEPTED
IN THE INDUSTRY

ou may have noticed some changes in how Asplundh
incorporates SafeProduction® into our operations
lately. However, in the previous few decades, the line
clearance tree trimming industry in general has been viewed as
a little “old school.” Many had forgotten that this sector of the
arboriculture industry, and Asplundh in particular, moved the
entire industry forward. For example, our advances in aerial lift
and mobile chipper technology revolutionized the industry.
It would seem that we may have rested a bit on our past
successes and were not challenging ourselves—and the
industry—to move things forward. This has been changing
recently, and it is all based on the simple concept that is laid out
in the title. If there is a tool or technique that is safe, efficient
and accepted in the industry, then Asplundh is going to figure
out a way to make it part of our SafeProduction® culture.
In recent years, we have seen equipment evolve to introduce
new saddles, helmets, saws, etc. We have also seen changes
in techniques such as open-faced notch tree felling, advanced
rigging concepts and an increased use of cranes in tree work.
Due to how our sector of the industry is regulated, we must
move prudently with anything new. The common phrase in
training is “low and slow,” implying that for safety’s sake we
shouldn’t rush anything that is new for fear of someone getting
hurt. In addition to doing things the right, safe way, we must
also consider the compliance side of things. OSHA mandates
that we provide training, and document proficiencies in that
training, for all of our employees. That means we must figure
out a way to incorporate the new training into the current Line
Clearance Qualification Standard (LCQS) or add it.

A few of the new things you may have seen, or heard about,
that will be implemented include the following:

• New saddles to allow for all climbing styles in one

model: traditional, split tail, floating bridge and single rope
technique (SRT)

• Adjustable false crotch:

a system that is compliant with
ANSI Z133 to secure a climber to a stub without limbs

• Advanced rigging concepts:

friction control devices,
raising and lowering capabilities, force measurements
and calculation

• Advanced climbing equipment and techniques:

mechanical friction hitches and reduced energy demand
climbing systems

• Increased use of technology for training:

live action
video and audio to supplement on-the-job training

As long as we keep the three principles listed in the title in mind,
we can keep advancing our SafeProduction® philosophy and move
closer to achieving our vision: Safety
First ... No One Gets Hurt!®

Tim Walsh
timwalsh@asplundh.com

t In March, as part of a TREEcampus volunteer effort, Tim
Walsh of the Safety Operations Group and an Asplundh crew from
the Keith Erickson Region teamed up with Dr. John Ball and his
students from South Dakota State University’s Arboriculture class to
remove a declining cottonwood tree at Black Hills State University.
The tree presented many teaching and training opportunities due
to its size and proximity to a building. Some of the techniques and
equipment that were demonstrated included:

• Zigzag mechanical friction hitch
• Husqvarna T540 XP climbing saw

• Zip line rigging
• Hobbs Lowering Device

Putting new skills and equipment to work to help the students
were General Foreperson Randy Lehmann, Foreperson Henry
Bohannon and Apprentice Trimmer Scott Perkins.
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WITH TRAINING AND PRACTICE
u The Asplundh Volts Wagon spent a few weeks conducting Electrical Hazard
Awareness Training throughout the Barry Suddreth Region last summer. Shown
at right is one of the classes held for the crews who work on the EnergyUnited
system in central and western North Carolina. The co-op’s Director of
Maintenance Jimmy Brown (back row, third from R) was pleased that
RSS John McLamb was able to provide electrical hazard demonstrations
for a few groups of EnergyUnited employees as well.

t The Keith Confere Region held a Crane Training last November in
Columbus, Ohio which resulted in 12 employees becoming Qualified
Riggers-Level One and Qualified Signalpersons. The class was taught by
Enterprise Trainer Joe Kern of the Safety Operations Group. RSS Bob
Jernigan explained that the Confere Region wanted to be prepared
with its own qualified employees to work with a crane operator
whenever a tree was too risky to climb. In addition to Bob, participants
included: Manager Keith Confere, Supervisor Kevin Gibson, RSS Frank Lambert, STS Jeff Lough, General Forepersons Jason McMahan
and Jake Wilson, and Forepersons Andres Calix, Berner Campos, Frank Dunn, Adam Knisley, Chase Loughman and Jarrod Rock.
u The Mike Wolford Region in West Virginia has been putting its forepersons through
tree felling classes to get everyone on the same page for using open-faced notches and
maintaining consistent procedures. The photo at right (Fairlea, WV) and the two below
(Weston and Elkins, WV) were taken during several tree felling classes held last fall for 55
forepersons who work on the Mon Power (FirstEnergy) system. Vegetation Trainer Gary
Shaffer of the Safety Operations Group led the classes which were held on the personal
properties of General Foreperson Sandy Singleton, Notifications Person Cecil Cox
and Foreperson Rocky Tingler. The sites were expertly prepared weeks in advance by
RSS Sammy Roy. Supervisor John Belton expressed his appreciation for the excellent
training job that Gary performed, especially his ability to make the trainees feel comfortable
in asking questions. Everyone gained valuable information and practice to help ensure
SafeProduction® when it comes to removing trees.

SAFE DRIVING RECOGNIZED
u Believing in “better late than never”, RSS Greg Hallstein (L) of the Brian Fuge Region
on Long Island in New York presented a complimentary Motorist Observation Report
(MOR) to Trimmer Juan Saravia (R) more than a year after his good driving behavior
was noticed. On November 25, 2012, in the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy, a resident
of Selden, New York called the SafetyFirst 1-800 number to express appreciation for the
Asplundh crew’s respectful adherence to proper traffic rules at an intersection restricted
by several trucks working on the street. Juan’s good safety behavior was reinforced by this
complimentary MOR recognition and it might just become contagious!
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CO-OPCORNER
C
oast Electric Power Association
is a member-owned utility
which serves over 70,000
homes and businesses in three counties
in southern Mississippi. Quite a few things
have changed since late August 2005
when Asplundh first came to work for
Coast Electric. Hurricane Katrina had just
made landfall across its service territory,
knocking out power to every single
member. Coast Electric called Asplundh for
help and we responded with over 500 tree
workers and a tent city to support them.
Since that difficult time, Coast Electric
has bounced back, rebuilt, and expanded
its system, as well as developed a model
right-of-way maintenance program
that employs all the best management
practices of integrated vegetation
management (IVM). Currently, six bucket
crews and General Foreperson Mike
Landers from the Brian Walters Region
are part of the Coast Electric team
led by System Right-of-Way (ROW)
Coordinator Archie Dickens. An 18-year
employee of the co-op (seven years in his
current position), Mr. Dickens is an ISA
Certified Arborist/Utility Specialist and
president of the Professional Arborist
Association of Mississippi.
Under the leadership of Mr. Dickens,
and with the backing of Coast Electric’s
board and CEO, the co-op’s system is on
an effective three-year IVM cycle that has
resulted in a greater than 60% reduction
of tree-caused outages since 2007.
Asplundh crews perform the majority of

t System Right-of-Way Coordinator
Archie Dickens (R) works closely with
Asplundh General Foreperson Mike
Landers (L) of the Brian Walters
Region to keep the Coast Electric Power
Association system free of tree-caused
outages. Since Hurricane Katrina
devastated the co-op’s system in 2005,
Asplundh has assisted with several aspects
of its IVM program. In addition, Asplundh
shares its training resources for chain saw
safety and electrical hazard awareness
demonstrations whenever possible.

u One of Asplundh’s lift
crews on the Coast Electric
system prunes limbs away
from overhead primaries,
which total 3,670 line
miles. The crews also
recently completed a
three-year vegetation
management cycle on
approximately 1,200
miles of underground
primary and secondary lines. The underground rights-of-way were cleared by Asplundh manual crews,
followed by mowing crews. Jarraff side-trimming machines have also been provided when needed.

distribution pruning and removal work
while an in-house crew and another
contractor operate various side-trimming
and mowing/mulching machines. Low
volume herbicide applications help to keep
invasive or woody stemmed plants from
establishing themselves in the ROW.

“Asplundh plays a big role in our ROW
management program. Mike actually deals
with both our engineering and vegetation
management groups,” says Mr. Dickens. “I
really rely on Mike and the crews. They do
a good job for us and we consider them
part of the Coast Electric family.”

SHARING TRAINING RESOURCES AND EXPERTISE
t This spring, General Foreperson Ron
McGinnis and Supervisor Dave Robinson
in Ohio conducted chain saw safety classes
for linemen at five service centers of South
Central Power Co. and one service center at
Guernsey-Muskingum Electric Cooperative.
u Electrical Hazard Awareness
demonstrations were also presented by
RSS Sonny McGinnis and Regional Trainer
Craig Govan to over 70 members of
Guernsey-Muskingum Electric Cooperative
during its 77 th Annual Meeting in April.
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SPOTLIGHT ON IVM FOR
PIPELINE RIGHTS-OF-WAY

W

ith over 2.5 million miles
of pipeline in the U.S.
alone, North America’s
economy and security depend on the safe
and cost-effective transportation of energy
products carried by pipelines. Trucks or
railroads could not possibly transport
the trillions of cubic feet of natural gas
and liquid petroleum that moves through
pipelines each year. It would not be
efficient or environmentally sustainable.
The U.S. Department of Transportation
is the regulatory body that requires
pipeline operators to perform routine
aerial or ground surveys of their
rights-of-way (ROWs) to protect the
public and employees from the highly
flammable products carried in pipelines.
They look for any activities, such as
excavating or logging, that might damage
the pipeline, and signs of leaks or
exposed pipe due to erosion.
“It is critical that the trees and shrubs
are cleared off of the pipeline corridor
so that trained technicians can walk the
pipeline, or fly over it, and be able to
detect a leak,” explains Gregg Lindblom,
a regional director of operations for
Viking Gas Transmission Company in
Minnesota. “We are not experts at tree
or shrub removal, nor are we equipped
or staffed to do this type of specialized
work. That is why we use specialized
contractors. ... For the record, we have
an excellent relationship with Asplundh,
and they have done a great job working
with us to help us meet our objectives.”
For more than 50 years, Asplundh and
its subsidiaries have served the pipeline
industry with integrated vegetation
management services to reclaim and
maintain ROWs, as well as site clearing
services for new pipelines. There are
currently dozens of Asplundh operations
serving the needs of pipeline companies
in the U.S. and Canada, as well as utilities
that provide both gas and electricity to
their customers.
With vast amounts of natural gas being
taken from the Marcellus Shale deposits
and other petroleum sources being
4
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t A Keith Erickson Region crew in
Minnesota uses a small skid steer with a
powerful mulching head to grind up small
trees and brush as it reclaims a section of
the Viking pipeline corridor.

u Due to accessibility issues with heavy
equipment, removing trees and brush from this
steep and rocky Enterprise pipeline ROW in
Pennsylvania required manual crews. In 2013,
Supervisor Cris Soria oversaw a 10-man team that
cleared 40 miles mostly by hand.

t Just outside Hershey, Pennsylvania, a
crew under RSS Joe Hertz in the Darhl
Trail Region uses a skid steer with a
grapple attachment to move logs from an
Enterprise pipeline corridor through an
industrial park.

developed in North America, there are
growing opportunities to provide pipeline
companies with safe, efficient and
cost-effective vegetation management
services. The pipeline industry’s emphasis
on public and employee safety aligns well
with Asplundh’s safety culture.
Being an international corporation,
Asplundh’s expertise and equipment
resources throughout North America
make it easy for interstate pipeline
operators to access quality vegetation
management services across long distances.
In addition, some regions of Asplundh
Construction Corp. and Utility Lines
Construction Services, Inc. provide gas
main and service line construction, as well
as leak detection and repairs. Asplundh and
its subsidiaries can be a ‘one-stop shop’ for
pipelines, new and old!

From Backyards To
Mountain Tops
Among his many responsibilities,
Maintenance Coordinator Mike Rizor
of Enterprise Products Pipeline is
responsible for managing vegetation on
approximately 500 miles of ROW in
Ohio, Pennsylvania and West Virginia.
Based in Greensburg, Pennsylvania, he
actually contracts with both Asplundh
Tree Expert Co. (ATE) and Asplundh
Brush Control Co. (ABC), depending
on the terrain and the amount of wood
debris to manage. Since 2012, three
ATE management regions have provided
lift, mowing and manual crews to help
Enterprise reclaim sections of its ROW
in Pennsylvania. The crews work in a
variety of settings from busy, suburban
areas to remote, rugged mountains.

t An Asplundh Brush Control (ABC)
equipment operator from the Ray
Seaman Region uses a tracked excavator
with a shear head to quickly remove
trees. ABC’s specialized, high production
equipment is ideal for major site clearing
or reclamation projects.

u An Asplundh Canada Hydro-Ax
mower from the Remo Maddalozzo
Region in British Columbia keeps up with
the vegetation management schedule
despite snowy conditions.

t High-volume foliar applications,
even in sensitive, boggy terrain, are no
problem with this tracked spray unit
from the Maddalozzo Region in British
Columbia, Canada.

u A crew from the Erickson Region in
Minnesota conducts a few test plots of
plant growth regulators to reduce the
number of times a mowing crew needs to
cut the grass/weeds. Still in the evaluation
stage, this treatment could save labor and
fuel while reducing our carbon footprint.

ABC crews from the Ray Seaman
Region are reclaiming stretches of
Enterprise ROW in hilly eastern
Ohio, using a variety of mowers, side
trimming machines and whole tree
chippers. ABC is also well-equipped and
experienced in clearing sites for new
pipeline construction, but that is not
what Enterprise needs on this pipeline
that was actually built during the 1940s in
support of the war effort.
“Asplundh is doing an exceptional job,”
says Mr. Rizor, who is working toward a
two-year mowing cycle and a five-year tree
removal cycle. “They work safely and I can
put them anywhere, with no complaints.”
In all kinds of terrain and weather,
Asplundh crews can be found working
for pipeline companies throughout North
America. In fact, for 25 years, the rugged

mountains, boggy muskeg and bitter
winters of British Columbia in western
Canada haven’t deterred our Asplundh
Canada ULC crews from working on
the pipeline corridors of Spectra Energy.
Vice President Remo Maddalozzo
recalls walking into a Spectra Energy
(formerly West Coast Energy) field
office in 1989 after purchasing a brand
new Hydro Ax mower. He simply asked
if they needed any services and ever
since then his crews have been mowing,
removing trees and applying herbicides
to maintain Spectra Energy ROWs.
They perform similar services for Fortis
Gas and have also provided erosion
reporting, pipeline locating, depth of
cover measurement and bareground
spray treatments for pumping and
compression stations.

Integrated Vegetation
Management Programs
Incorporating herbicide technology,
where appropriate, has been a great way
for Asplundh managers to help pipeline
companies save money on repeated
mowing and tree cutting. By using
integrated vegetation management (IVM)
methods, it’s possible to create plant
communities that keep out woody plants
and encourage wildlife habitat. Some
pipeline operators have embraced this
concept wholeheartedly.
As an example, one of the first
pipeline companies to contract with
Asplundh in Minnesota was Magellan.
They wanted mowing and tree removals,
but herbicide applications were not
part of the specifications. In 2004, Vice
President Keith Erickson offered to do
a test plot to demonstrate a cut-stubble
application. The resulting meadow-like
plant communities made pipeline
patrolling easier and extended the time
between mowing and tree cutting cycles,
which reduced expenses. Now Magellan
accepts IVM methods to be used as a
suitable option where appropriate.
Manager Tim Blankenship, who serves
customers in parts of Pennsylvania and
West Virginia, recently won a contract
with EQT to provide low-volume foliar,
high-volume foliar and basal herbicide
applications to control trees and brush
on approximately 150 miles of natural gas
transmission and gathering lines in West
Virginia. EQT is establishing an improved
maintenance cycle with the help of
herbicide technology and Asplundh’s
expertise in IVM.
Planning vegetation management work
(mechanical, manual and herbicide) and
notifying land owners along the pipeline
corridors are additional services that
Asplundh and its subsidiaries can provide.
Another valuable IVM resource to
Asplundh field managers and their
pipeline customers is our Arborchem
Products Division. Arborchem’s staff has
the expertise, and access to the product
and equipment manufacturers, to tailor a
pipeline vegetation management program
that addresses very specific ROW
conditions. With properly trained and
supervised applicators using quality
Continued on back cover
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STORMYTIMES
A
lthough the 2014 hurricane
season is now here, many
of us still recall the series
of winter storms and bitter cold that
kept hundreds of Asplundh and UtiliCon
crews mobilized off and on this past
winter. Let’s take a brief look at some of
the larger mobilizations.

u General Foreperson Charles Crosby of the
Wilmer McWhirter Region in Georgia snapped
this photo of his crews climbing up Buck Mountain
in northwestern Arkansas to clear ice-covered trees
from Entergy Arkansas lines after Winter Storm
Cleon in early December 2013.

Winter Storms Cleon, Dion
And Gemini
In the first week of December 2013,
snow, sleet and freezing rain from Winter
Storms Cleon and Dion knocked out
power to over 300,000 utility customers
from Dallas, Texas to Little Rock,
Arkansas. Approximately 1,200 Asplundh
tree workers were sent from 12 different
states to assist Entergy in Arkansas,
Oncor in Texas and various municipal
electric utilities. Asplundh crews in parts
of Oklahoma were also busy with storm
restoration work, but no outside crews
were requested.

t One of General Foreperson Shannon Moore’s
crews from the Scott Bailey Region removes sagging
limbs from an AEP-PSO line in Hugo, Oklahoma
after the Cleon/Dion Winter storms.

u Trimmer Jack Morvin of the Larry Gauger
Region sets up to remove an ice-damaged limb
above a PECO line in Glenside, Pennsylvania in
early February 2014 after Winter Storm Nika.

An additional 60 line repair employees
from Asplundh Construction Corp.
(ACC) and Utility Lines Construction
Services, Inc. (ULCS) were also sent to
join their co-workers in assisting utilities
in Arkansas, Oklahoma and Louisiana. The
back-to-back storms hampered traveling
and restoration work, but the mobilized
crews were all released within a week.
Then, on December 22-23, Winter
Storm Gemini delivered heavy ice that
knocked out power to more than half a
million homes and businesses in parts of
Michigan, New York, New Hampshire,
Vermont, Maine and the province of New
Brunswick, Canada. Over 1,200 Asplundh
tree workers and more than 230 line
repair employees from ACC and ULCS
were dispatched to assist ten utilities in
restoring power. While some crews were
released by Christmas Day, the majority
of our storm workers were still on duty
until December 30 and a few in New
Brunswick, Canada were on assignment
until just after the New Year.

Winter Storms Nika, Pax
And Titan
The storms kept coming in early 2014,
with another powerful dose of snow and
6
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t Foreperson Curtis Wilson of the Brian
Walters Region in Mississippi reaches high with his
bucket to remove an icy overhang from Georgia
Power lines in Gray, Georgia after Winter Storm Pax.

ice on February 4-5 from Winter Storm
Nika. Ice in particular took its toll on the
Entergy system in Arkansas, along with
various utilities in Pennsylvania, Maryland
and New Jersey. PECO in southeastern
Pennsylvania suffered the second worst
damage on record in its system’s history,
recording over 600,000 outages.
Despite scattered power outages,
the Storm Center in our Willow Grove
Home Office remained operational to
mobilize over 1,200 tree workers to
seven utilities. Approximately 240 line
repair workers were sent in from various
ACC and ULCS regions to help restore
power on three utility systems. All of

the mobilized crews were able to return
home by February 14.
Next in line was Winter Storm Pax,
which deposited ice from Louisiana to
South Carolina and Georgia on February
10-11. Nine utilities and one municipal
agency received more than 1,100
additional Asplundh tree workers who
were sent in from neighboring states to
clear the storm debris. ACC and ULCS
had over 300 of its line repair personnel,
most of them locally based, working to help
restore power for Duke Energy, Georgia

Continued on page 18
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PRODUCT
REVIEW

JOHN DEERE 5100M MOWING TRACTOR

T

he new 5100M Right-of-Way Mowing Tractor, brought to you by
John Deere and GR Manufacturing, is manufactured in America
and is built for safety, reliability, production and ease of operation.

With productivity in mind, the 5100M tractor is powered by a John Deere
PowerTech turbocharged, 4-cylinder, 4.5 liter engine, which is interim Tier4
emissions compliant. The 12X4 Sync Shuttle Plus transmission allows the
operator to “shift on the fly” and the tandem gear pumps ensure proper
hydraulic flow to steering while using implements.
The 5100M’s guard package was purpose-built in Trussville, Alabama
by GR Manufacturing, using input from Asplundh personnel. It meets and
exceeds ROPS/FOPS requirements and is ISO 8084 Forestry Certified,
including a fully-enclosed operator station with two points of entry. These
requirements are met while maintaining operator comfort and visibility
to the rear implement or the surrounding environment. Additional safety
features include two externally-mounted 10-lb. fire extinguishers and a
hydraulically-driven, fully-integrated winch with a 20,000 lb. capacity.
Upon request, John Deere offers on-site training and orientation on the
tractor’s operation and maintenance. This orientation, completed at delivery,
also ensures that the local John Deere dealer is aware of and engaged in your
operation. Each tractor is sold with a standard 24-month, 2,000-hour full
machine base warranty and a 60-month/5,000 hour Engine and PowerTrain

extended warranty. Warranty work can be completed
by any authorized John Deere Ag & Turf dealer.
For a demonstration or more information about
the John Deere 5100M Right-of-Way Mowing Tractor,
please contact Jeremy Taylor with John Deere
Corporate Business Division at TaylorJeremyD@
JohnDeere.com
or 937-205-8040.

ALTEC DRM12 CONTROLLED-FEED CHIPPER

T

he new Altec DRM12, a 12-inch controlled-feed drum chipper,
was developed with input and testing by Asplundh crews in
the field. Designed for safety, rugged use and accessibility for
maintenance, the Altec DRM12’s features aim to boost productivity.

DRM12 STANDARD FEATURES INCLUDE:
• FeedSense® Electronic Feed Control System maintains control of
material as it moves through the drum chipper
• 12-inch diameter chipping capacity
• Newly-designed Hydraulic Feed System with a single pivoting
20-inch feed roller for ease of feeding material
• Dual-action hydraulic lift cylinder provides additional down pressure
and maximizes through-put
• Chain-drive chute rotation and height-adjustable discharge chute
• Altec’s exclusive patented Panic Bar System
• 7,000 lb. Torflex axle with EZ Lube Bearings
• Corrosion resistant powder coat finish (custom colors available)
While several optional features have now become standard, there are
still various gas and diesel engine options available to meet specific project

requirements, including the cost-effective 89 hp GM
gas engine and a fuel-saving 48 hp Kubota engine.
For more information about the Altec DRM12,
please contact Kyle Allison at kyle.allison@altec.com
or 1-800-958-2555. For viewing www.altec.com on
mobile devices, download
the free Altec app at the
App Store.
The Asplundh TREE
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MERIT

A

AWARDS

splundh is proud to recognize
nine employees whose quick
thinking and proper use of
their safety, rescue and first aid skills
recently earned them Silver Merit Awards.

Private Tree Worker Rescue
On September 3, 2013, Foreperson
Roy Dowling of the Dan Duncan Region
was working for Western Massachusetts
Electric Co. in the town of Lanesboro.
A police detail was controlling traffic as
the crew worked. A call came in to the
officer that a private tree contractor had
just been electrocuted while attempting
to remove a tree a few streets away. The
officer asked Roy to bring the bucket
truck to the scene to evaluate and assist in
the rescue if it was safe to do so.
Once on the job site, Roy could see
the victim and his equipment were
no longer in contact with the line and
determined it was safe to perform the
rescue. With almost 10 years of line
clearance experience, Roy successfully
removed the climber who was brought
to a local hospital and subsequently flown
to a trauma center due to the severity
of his injuries. Thankfully, the climber is
recovering from the trauma and Roy is
credited with saving the man’s life.
Congratulations and well done, Roy!

Seizure Victim Assistance
On December 7, 2013, while deployed
to Little Rock, Arkansas for storm work,
a group of Asplundh employees from
Iowa and Nebraska were on standby at
the Barton Coliseum. While walking to
another crew’s parking spot, Foreperson
Daniel Frederick of the Joe Sterbenz
Region noticed a man on the ground next
to one of the gas trucks and a co-worker
was trying to help him. Daniel found out
that the man had fallen and had a seizure.
He ran back to his truck to get a medical
kit and anything to keep the victim
warm. He returned to the scene with
Forepersons Robin Kreisel and Brycen
Woltering along with Journeyman Wayne
Smith and Trimmer Cody Schroeder.

8
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t In recognition of his
heroism in rescuing a
private tree worker in
Lanesboro, Massachusetts
who was electrocuted while
attempting to remove
a tree, Foreperson Roy
Dowling (center) received
a Silver Merit Award and a
handshake of appreciation
from Manager Dan Duncan (third from L). Joining in the honoring of Roy and his actions were
(L to R): Zeke Dumas of Western Massachusetts Electric Co. (WMECO) Corporate Safety,
WMECO Senior Arborist Calvin Layton, Lanesboro Fire Chief Charles Durfee, Pittsfield Fire Chief
Robert Czyerwinski and WMECO Operations Manager John Tulloch.
u Displaying their Silver Merit Award pins are
(L to R): Foreperson Daniel Frederick, Journeyman
Wayne Smith and Foreperson Brycen Woltering
who, along with Foreperson Robin Kreisel and
Trimmer Cody Schroeder, rendered first aid to a
gas refueling worker who fell and suffered a seizure
(Robin and Cody were unavailable for the photo).
This heroic event took place on December 7, 2013
during the Storm Cleon/Dion response in Arkansas.
These good men work in the Joe Sterbenz Region
in Iowa and Nebraska.

Daniel removed his sweatshirt and
carefully put that under the victim’s head
while the others covered him with coats
and a blanket. Wayne, who is a trained
emergency response volunteer, checked
the man’s breathing and talked to him
to help keep him conscious while Robin
took his pulse. To prevent the blood in
his mouth from blocking his airway, they
kept him on his side. Wayne calmly asked
the victim as many questions as possible
so they could provide information to
the Quick Response Service team which
arrived moments later.
Scott McElligot of Macro Companies,
an emergency fuel supplier and the
employer of the seizure victim, wrote
to Asplundh, “Because of how your guys
responded, they all saved a life today.
I want to thank you for having such
caring and responsible men working for
your company who ran to aid a person
in need.”
We thank them, too!

Lineman Rescue
It was late afternoon on Christmas Eve
2013 and Foreperson Mike Seaman, along
with Journeymen Scott Edwards (now
Foreperson) and Eric Barrett of the Ray
Schneider Region were on storm work
for Detroit Edison in Okemos, Michigan.
They had just finished removing broken
branches for a contracted line crew
when the lineman on the pole screamed.
They could see he was getting shocked
and quickly determined that it was due
to backfeed from the generator they
could hear across the street. Mike called
911 while Scott and Eric ran to find the
generator and switch it off. Together,
they helped the lineman’s partner lower
the victim safely to the ground and cared
for him until the ambulance arrived.
Thanks to the quick thinking and safety
skills of this crew, the lineman survived
his injuries and is recovering.
Great job, Mike, Scott and Eric!
See photo and caption on page 11

MANAGEMENTUPDATE
NEWVICEPRESIDENTSELECTED
Kevin Dove, manager of Asplundh

operations in five northwestern states and
Alaska, was elected vice president by the
Board of Directors in January. Vice President
Doug Gober sponsors the Dove Region.

Tim Jahnigen, manager of the Utility

Lines Construction Services (ULCS) region
based in Dundalk, Maryland, was elected
vice president by the Board of Directors in
January. The Jahnigen Region is sponsored
by Vice President Joe Garvey.

Starting out in his home state of Minnesota,
Kevin has over 30 years of Asplundh
experience. He often transferred to take
positions of increasing responsibility, first
in Florida and then Iowa, Wisconsin,
Nebraska and Portland, Oregon before settling in Washington. Since
October 2012, Kevin has been responsible for managing operations in
Washington, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Alaska and parts of Oregon.
An ISA Certified Arborist for over 18 years, Kevin has also earned several
corporate awards for safety performance and storm response.

Tim came to ULCS in 2007 with over 30
years of experience in the construction
industry, the majority of which was in the
management of electrical construction
operations. He and his team have continually expanded ULCS with
projects in substation, transmission line and civil construction in
the Middle Atlantic region. His outstanding safety and operational
performance has earned Tim corporate recognition several times
during his seven years with ULCS.

George Gunther, the company’s chief

Ray Schneider, manager of Asplundh

information officer and manager of the
Information Technology (IT) Department,
was elected vice president in January by
the Board of Directors. He reports to
Secretary-Treasurer Joe Dwyer.

George joined the company in 2007
with more than 20 years of experience
integrating IT and business strategies for
national and international companies. He
currently manages all aspects of Asplundh’s software development,
hardware upgrades, online reporting, mobile technology and technical
assistance to support employee productivity and service to our
customers. George holds a bachelor’s degree in applied statistics and
mathematics from the University of Maryland in Baltimore.

operations in parts of Michigan, was
elected vice president in January by
the Board of Directors. Executive Vice
President Chris Asplundh, Jr. sponsors the
Schneider Region.

A 30-year Asplundh veteran, Ray joined the
company in the Detroit, Michigan area in
1983. He has overseen crews working for
Detroit Edison since he became a general
foreperson in 1995. As a manager since 2006, Ray has expanded
the region to serve various investor-owned and cooperative utilities
and municipal accounts throughout Michigan. His excellent safety
performance and storm response have often earned Ray corporate
recognition. He has been an ISA Certified Arborist for over 17 years.

NEWMANAGERSINTHEFIELDANDHOMEOFFICE
Robbie Adkins, former supervisor in

Virginia, was promoted to manager in parts
of Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky in February.
Executive Vice President Chris Asplundh, Jr.
sponsors his region.
Robbie began his career on an Asplundh
tree crew in 1989 in his home state of
West Virginia. In 1991, he went to work
for another line clearance contractor, but
returned to Asplundh in 1998 as a general
foreperson. Three years later, Robbie was promoted to supervisor under
Vice President Larry Kirk. He currently manages Asplundh operations on
the properties of various investor-owned and cooperative utilities, as well
as municipal and telecommunications accounts in parts of Indiana, Ohio
and Kentucky. Robbie is an ISA Certified Arborist, a qualified First Aid/
CPR Instructor and holds a commercial pesticide applicator license.

Barry Downes joined UtiliCon

Solutions, Ltd. as its Director of Safety
Operations in November 2013. He reports
to UtiliCon President Steven Asplundh.
Barry came to UtiliCon with 25 years of
industry experience, including 17 years in
safety training, oversight and leadership in
the United States and overseas. In recent
years, he has worked in safety management
and investigation for PPL Corporation and
Exelon Energy Delivery in Pennsylvania. As UtiliCon’s Director of Safety
Operations, Barry is responsible for continuing to build a strong safety
culture to eliminate incidents. He holds a master’s degree in education
and a bachelor’s degree in liberal studies from Neumann University in
Pennsylvania, as well as an associate’s degree in electronic engineering
technology from Delaware Technical Community College.
The Asplundh TREE
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NEWMANAGERSCONTINUED
Jim Fiant joined the company’s Willow

Grove headquarters staff in August 2013
as UtiliCon’s Fleet Services Director.
Executive Vice President Chris Asplundh, Jr.
sponsors the Fleet Services Department.
A Pennsylvania native, Jim brings to
UtiliCon and Asplundh over 30 years of
experience in utility fleet management,
engineering, specifying, sales and
maintenance. His diverse background
includes working for a truck manufacturer, two electric utility
companies and a major utility contractor. Jim is currently responsible
for working with manufacturers and vendors to support the specialized
equipment and automotive needs of all UtiliCon subsidiary companies
in order to maintain peak efficiency and safety. He holds a bachelor’s
degree in mechanical design engineering technology from The
Pennsylvania State University-Middletown.

Bill Harrington, former district area
manager, advanced to region manager
in the greater Portland, Oregon area in
February. Vice President Doug Gober
sponsors the Harrington Region.

Bill first came to work for our Asplundh
Brush Control subsidiary in 1988,
overseeing projects in the Southeast.
In 1991, he took an assignment in
Washington State and a year later, he
transferred to Asplundh Tree Expert Co. as a general foreperson.
In 1993, Bill left the company to work as a utility forester and later as
a municipal arborist in Oregon. He returned to Asplundh in October
2012 to manage Asplundh operations on the Portland General Electric
system under then Manager Kevin Dove (now vice president) in
Washington State. Bill is an ISA Certified Arborist/Utility Specialist and
Municipal Specialist, and is a member of the UAA.

Andrew Holloway, former

supervisor in the Accounts Receivable
(AR) Department in the Willow Grove
headquarters, was promoted to manager
of the department in February. He
reports to Controller Brian Bauer under
Secretary-Treasurer Joe Dwyer.
Born and raised in Pennsylvania, Andrew
got his start with Asplundh as an AR credit
and collections analyst in 2007. Five years
later, he advanced to AR supervisor and when AR Manager Lenny Lee
retired in February, Andrew was chosen to take his position. In addition
to his responsibilities for managing cash collection and application
processes for all company operations, he also serves on the Storm
Coordination Team. Andrew earned an MBA from Arcadia University
and a bachelor’s degree in economics from Ursinus College, both in
the greater Philadelphia area.
10
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Tom Kostenbader, former supervisor
in Maine, advanced to region manager in
November 2013. The Kostenbader Region is
sponsored by Vice President Larry Moore.

Tom first joined the company in 1982 as a
climber in his home state of Pennsylvania.
A year later, he transferred to Maine and in
1985, he left to start his own tree service.
Tom returned to Asplundh five years later
and advanced to general foreperson in
1998. He was promoted to supervisor in 2004 and now as a manager,
he oversees Asplundh crews working on the properties of Emera
Maine, Central Maine Power, Fairpoint Communications, the State of
Maine and various municipal and telecommunications accounts. Tom
is an ISA Certified Arborist and holds a Master Pesticide License from
the State of Maine. He has received corporate recognition for excellent
storm response and safety performance.

Carl Marcum, former acting

manager, was promoted to region
manager in northeastern Indiana and
southern Michigan in November 2013.
Executive Vice President Gregg Asplundh
sponsors the Marcum Region.
Born in Tennessee, Carl came to Asplundh
in 2001 as a supervisor with 23 years
of prior experience in line clearance and
private tree work in Ohio and Indiana.
Most of this experience was gained from his work with Bartlett Tree
Expert Co. whose line clearance operations were acquired by Asplundh
in 2001. Carl’s former supervisory responsibilities have now expanded
to include management of Asplundh operations on the properties
of AEP/Indiana-Michigan Power, the City of Ft. Wayne, Indiana and
various cooperative and municipal accounts. His region’s safety
performance has earned corporate recognition several times.

Stephen Williams, former supervisor
in parts of northern Indiana and Illinois,
advanced to region manager in November
2013. The Williams Region is sponsored by
Executive Vice President Brent Asplundh.

Stephen first came to work for Asplundh
in his native state of Michigan in 1992.
He left for a few years to gain experience
with another line clearance company,
but returned to Asplundh as a general
foreperson in 2004. Stephen was promoted to supervisor in northern
Indiana and southwestern Michigan in June 2010 and then transferred
in December 2011 to supervise tree crews in northern Indiana. He
currently manages Asplundh operations on the property of NIPSCO
and various cooperative, pipeline and municipal accounts in parts of
northern Indiana and Illinois. Stephen is a March 2012 graduate of the
Asplundh Management Leadership Academy.

NEWSUPERVISORSINTHEFIELD
Melvin “Jack” Crist, former

general foreperson in West Virginia,
was promoted to supervisor there under
Manager Mike Wolford in January.
Executive Vice President Chris Asplundh,
Jr. sponsors the Wolford Region.
Jack got his start on a tree crew in 1984
in his home state of West Virginia. As a
foreperson, he worked in Virginia and in
1989, he advanced to general foreperson
in the Dave Puckett Region overseeing crews in Ohio, Kentucky and
West Virginia. Now, as a supervisor in the Wolford Region, he oversees
Asplundh crews working on the FirstEnergy/Mon Power transmission
system in West Virginia. Jack participated in the General Foreperson
Professional Development Program in September 2010. He is a
licensed pesticide applicator in West Virginia, a Maryland Licensed
Tree Expert and is certified in First Aid/CPR.

Aimee Elizondo, former project

manager for Asplundh Construction Corp.
(ACC) in Southern California, advanced
to civil supervisor under Manager John
Fogarty in October 2013. The Fogarty
Region is sponsored by Vice President
Dave Rodak.
Aimee joined ACC in March 2011 and
was part of the initial start-up team which
created the Civil Division in Southern
California. She has over 20 years of experience in the underground
utilities industry and currently oversees ACC crews working for local
municipalities and Southern California Edison. A graduate of the
University of California-Irvine, Aimee also participated in UtiliCon’s
Management Professional Development Program in November 2013.
A volunteer in various community service organizations, she has served
on the board of the National Hispanic Business Women Association.

Charles “Bill” McCormick, Jr.

joined Asplundh in October 2013 as a
supervisor under Manager Darhl Trail
in parts of Maryland, Pennsylvania,
Virginia and West Virginia. Executive Vice
President Chris Asplundh, Jr. sponsors the
Trail Region.
Bill brings to Asplundh more than 22
years of operations and management
experience, most recently as the owner of
an underground utility contracting firm in Florida. He studied finance
and marketing for three years at Jacksonville University in Florida and
is a licensed underground utility contractor. Bill currently supervises
Asplundh crews working on the transmission system of FirstEnergy/
Potomac Edison in parts of Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia and
West Virginia. He participated in both Asplundh Management
Leadership Academies in October 2013 and April 2014.

Mike Roosendaal, former general

foreperson in Washington, advanced to
supervisor there under Vice President
Kevin Dove in January. The Dove Region is
sponsored by Vice President Doug Gober.
With over 42 years of utility arboriculture
experience in his home state of Washington,
Mike first came to work for Asplundh
in 1971 and rose to the rank of general
foreperson before leaving to work for
Puget Sound Energy (PSE) in 1992. Six years later, he returned to
Asplundh and then from 2007 to 2013, he worked with ArborMetrics
Solutions, Inc. as a program coordinator. Now, as a supervisor in the
Dove Region, Mike is responsible for overseeing six Asplundh general
forepersons and their vegetation management crews working
throughout the PSE system. He is an ISA Certified Arborist and a
member of both the ISA and UAA.

Ronn Shank joined Asplundh in

August 2013 as a supervisor in South
Carolina under Vice President Doug Smith.
Executive Vice President Gregg Asplundh
sponsors the Smith Region.
Ronn brings to Asplundh over eight
years of experience as a utility forester,
primarily in the Southeast, overseeing
all aspects of vegetation management
operations. He holds a bachelor’s degree
in natural resource management from the University of North
Carolina-Wilmington and served four years in the U.S. Marine Corps.
Ronn’s supervisory responsibilities include overseeing Asplundh crews
working for South Carolina Electric & Gas and various cooperative
and municipal accounts. In addition to being an ISA Certified
Arborist/Utility Specialist, he is a member of the ISA, UAA and both
North and South Carolina’s Vegetation Management Associations.

MERIT AWARDS continued from page 8
t Journeyman
Eric Barrett
(in the high-vis
jacket),
along with
Forepersons
Mike Seaman
and Scott
Edwards
(unavailable for the photo), were presented with Silver Merit Awards for
their heroic actions which saved the life of a lineman who was electrocuted
due to backfeed from a generator during the Christmas 2013 ice storm
in Michigan. Joining in the presentation were (L to R): IBEW Local 17
Business Manager Dean Bradley, Vice President Ray Schneider, Supervisor
Clyde Davis, IBEW Local 17 Tree Representative Adam Kimbler and
Detroit Edison Logistics Contract Manager Brian Pawlaczyk.
The Asplundh TREE
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Orchids

Letters and telephone calls were received complimenting the following forepersons and their
crews working on the property of the utility or organization listed below the employees’ names.
This listing covers all Orchids that were received in the Corporate Communications Department
between November 22, 2013 and April 4, 2014. For their outstanding job performance or special
volunteer efforts, we say ...
Thank you and congratulations!

ALABAMA
General Foreperson Michael
Carden, Foreperson Nick
Keller, Coordinator Kevin
Brooks and Groundperson
Jamie Smith,
Huntsville Utilities

ARIZONA
Matthew McClurg and
Alfredo Nunez,
Salt River Project
Ron Reed and Trimmer
Phillip Gaines,
Tucson Electric Power

COLORADO
Gregory Hardgrove,
Trimmer Joshua Gulledge
and Groundpersons Zackery
Lock and Aaron Maw,
Colorado Springs Utilities
Jackie Puchalla and
Groundpersons Zackery
Lock and Casey Tamberino,
Colorado Springs Utilities
General Forepersons
Shaun Rapp and Chad
Rucker, Foreperson
Steve Dawson, Trimmer
Daniel Alderman and
Permissions Person
Robert Alexander,
City of Loveland
Craig Wheatley and
Trimmers Brian Bosch

and Gabino Villalobos,
Longmont Power

CONNECTICUT
Permissions Person
Matthew Boies, for his
patient, friendly and informative
demeanor when discussing
removals with a homeowner in
the Guilford area,
Connecticut Light & Power
Michael Lyons and
Groundperson John Bartley,
Town of Union

FLORIDA
Supervisors Daniel Berrios,
David Hawley and Emilio
Perez, for the excellent live
line demonstration they
gave to municipal employees
from Broward and Palm
Beach Counties,
Florida Power & Light
General Foreperson Nate
Lambert, Foreperson
Ernest Long and Crew,
Florida Keys Electric
Cooperative Association

ILLINOIS
General Forepersons
Gabriel Alderdice and Bob
Branka, Crew Leader Joe
Martin and Crews,
ComEd

From a letter to the Home Office in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania
regarding Ronnie Collins Region General Foreperson Nate
Lambert, Foreperson Ernest Long and crew on Florida Keys
Electric Cooperative property:

“... When we bought our place, it had been empty for seven years and
was quite overgrown. My husband cut some of the branches, but we
had safety issues, so it was a mess. ... [The crew] did a great job and
were very professional and friendly. We’re very happy with the job they
did. ... Hope they know how much we appreciate their hard work.”
Dan and Gail Reinbind
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Ronny Roberson and
Trimmers Joey Mackey,
Phil Schissler, Kenyon
Shepard, Dave Torres and
Alfonso Vargas,
MidAmerican Energy

INDIANA
ArborMetrics Solutions
Project Coordinator Caryl
Schwaller and Utility
Forester Briana Craven,
NIPSCO

IOWA
General Foreperson Jerry
Mausich, Foreperson
Nate Christie and
Trimmer Jake Burton,
MidAmerican Energy
Zeke Morris and Steve
Richey, and Trimmer
Randy Hans,
MidAmerican Energy
Matt Pregon
and Groundperson
Marshall Devoll,
MidAmerican Energy

Willie Thompson and
Trimmers Quentin Bell
and Jeremiah Collins
MidAmerican Energy
General Foreperson
Jason Waugh, Foreperson
Colten Kelsheimer and
Journeyman Blake Meister,
MidAmerican Energy

KANSAS
Curtis Harris, Jason
Howard and Steve
Latham, and Crews,
Westar Energy

LOUISIANA
General Foreperson
Carolyn McNabb,
Foreperson Kenny Martin
and Crew,
Entergy

MAINE
Roger Lister and Crew,
Central Maine Power Co.
Jason Richardson and Crew,
Emera Maine

MICHIGAN

General Foreperson Dave
Rodman, Foreperson
Cody Kaska and Trimmer
Josh Atnip,
MidAmerican Energy

Curtis Boshears and
Trimmer Jeff “Wooley
Pine” Martin,
Upper Peninsula Power Co.

General Foreperson Jason
Waugh, Acting GF Dana
Blatchford, Foreperson

Pat Sheets and
Journeyman Josh Taylor,
Tri-County Electric Cooperative

From an e-mail to Manager Brian Walters in Louisiana about
General Foreperson Carolyn McNabb, Foreperson Kenny Martin
and crew working for Entergy:

“Just wanted to let you know that I received a call from a customer
in Port Vincent, Louisiana complimenting the reactive crew. ... The
customer said they were all so polite and helpful. ... He said he was
thinking his yard would be a wreck afterward and he was pleasantly
surprised that there were no ruts or damage to his yard. He said he
was very impressed by, and thankful for, the entire operation.”
Rebekah O’Quin, Entergy

Orchids – November 22, 2013 through April 4, 2014
MINNESOTA
Nick Czech and Anthony
Smith, and Trimmers
Eloy Covarrubias,
Herman Ortega and
Jeremiah Williams,
Xcel Energy
Joel Mohagen and
Trimmer Matt Mumme,
Xcel Energy

MISSISSIPPI
Alicia Middleton and Robert
Reyer, Trimmers Ivan Butler,
George Reyer and Ian
Seymour, and Permissions
Person Kevin Davis,
Mississippi Power Co.

MISSOURI
Geoff Eads and
Trimmers Jerry Slavens
and Dean Swalley,
Kansas City Power & Light
General Foreperson Chris
Newport and Trimmer
Cody Church, for being
recognized for driving safely,
Kansas City Power & Light

NEBRASKA
David Aken and Trimmers
Kurt Jenkins, Tim Lapointe
and Tracy McCormick,
Lincoln Electric System
Noah Bogus and Jorge
Cardenas, and Trimmers
Kyle Hilger, Stetson
Riggs, Cody Schroeder
and Mike Seuferer,
Lincoln Electric System

Jorge Cardenas and
Trimmers Kyle Hilger and
Mike Seuferer,
Lincoln Electric System

NEW HAMPSHIRE
David Bean and Crew,
Public Service Co. of NH
Brandon Clark and
Jesse Mainheit, and
Groundperson David
Planchet, for helping a
stranded motorist get her car
unstuck from the snow after
she slid off the road in the
Rochester area,
Public Service Co. of NH
Brad Demo, for helping a
homeowner shovel snow from
the entrance of her driveway that
was piled up by a snow plow,
Unitil
Art Dolliver and Ryan
Shelto, and Crews,
Unitil
Ryan Driscoll and Crew,
Public Service Co. of NH
General Foreperson Bruce
Lee, Forepersons Tobin
Roy and Steve Swain, and
Trimmers Chris Eisold, Lee
Elwood and Alec Graboski,
FairPoint Communications
John Towle
and Groundperson
Ryan Neenan,
Public Service Co. of NH
General Foreperson Mike
Towle, Foreperson Jerry
Clark and Crew,
Public Service Co. of NH

NEW YORK
Asplundh Construction
Foreperson William
Horan, Journeyman
Lineman John Hartig and
Equipment Operator
Steven Gukelerger,
PSEG Long Island
Asplundh Construction
Underground Mechanic
Patrick Kennedy and Clerks
Tara Grandner and Denise
Torres, for their teamwork in
arranging taxi rides between
properties and quickly installing
two smart meters at two
separate residences for a
homeowner who doesn’t drive
and needed to be present at
both meter installations,
Suffolk County Water Authority

NORTH CAROLINA

Coppola and Journeyman
Steve McLaughlin,
AEP Ohio
Dennis Funk, Trimmer
Bryson Durst and
Journeyman Blake Durst,
for carefully and respectfully
pruning trees near the Salem
Baptist Cemetery in Apex,
Guernsey-Muskingum
Electric Cooperative
General Forepersons
Eric Myers, Darren Scott
Swann and Carl White,
for assisting Gallia County 911
with the retrieval of a hunter’s
body from a tree stand that
was 18 feet off of the ground,
AEP Ohio
Dave Pierce and
Journeyman Dan Mills,
AEP Ohio

Melvin Cox and
Groundperson Daniel Cox,
Rutherford EMC

Sotero Rivera and Trimmer
Felipe Ramon Blanco,
AEP Ohio

General Foreperson Toby
Singleton, Foreperson
Terry Hurt and
Groundperson Justin Hayes,
Duke Energy

General Foreperson
Robert Saunders,
Forepersons Dennis
Bartram and Jared Rollin,
and Trimmers Gab Clark
and Charles Maben,
Ohio Edison

Ronald Yelton, Journeyman
David Hall and Apprentice
Travis Williams,
Duke Energy

OHIO
Mike Burley and Trimmer
Steve Lane,
Ohio Edison
Ben Coppola and Andy
Rutter, Trimmer Joel

Brian Walsh, for shutting
down his work site and guiding
a blind pedestrian safely
through the area,
AEP Ohio

PENNSYLVANIA
Charlie Hosler and Randy

From a letter to Manager Ed Bradshaw concerning the work of
Foreperson Geoff Eads and Trimmers Jerry Slavens and Dean
Swalley on Kansas City Power & Light property in Missouri:

From an e-mail to the Home Office in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania
regarding the work of a Dave Puckett Region crew for GuernseyMuskingum Electric Cooperative in Ohio:

“Not long ago, I did tree business with your company because of
a large tree’s danger to the electric power lines. ... From the very
beginning, I was impressed. ... I’m one of those senior citizens
who often wishes for the same service of years ago — with Geoff
[Eads], my husband and I both felt we received as good or better! ...
Businesses would sure benefit with more like [them].”
Connie Sharp

“... A crew from your company came out to cut and trim some
trees close to the cemetery at Salem Baptist Church near Salesville,
Ohio. The crew consisted of [Foreperson] Dennis Funk, [Trimmer]
Bryson Durst and [Journeyman] Blake Durst. All three men
need to be commended. They had many obstacles in the way to cut
several trees down and they did a wonderful job.”
Pastor Jeff Eschbaugh, Salem Baptist Church
The Asplundh TREE
Spring/Summer 2014

13

Orchids – November 22, 2013 through April 4, 2014
Weiand, and Crews,
PPL Electric Utilities

Tri-County REC
(two letters were received)

General Foreperson Dave
Jones, Forepersons Rick
Basler and Terry DeHart,
and Trimmers James
Huggard, Steve Kowal,
Brian Murtha, Louis
Torres and Mark Ulrich,
PECO

General Foreperson Jimmie
Thompson and Crew,
PECO

Joe Pomeroy, for providing
excellent customer service to
a homeowner,
PECO
General Foreperson Joe
Schultheis, for sensitively
listening to a homeowner’s
concerns and representing
Asplundh well,
PECO
General Foreperson Joe
Schultheis, Foreperson
Lorenzo Perez and
Trimmers Carlos
Javier Garcia, Francisco
Garcia, Rafael Medina
and Carl Rudegeair,
PECO
Work Screener Rick
Smyth and Foreperson
Ryan McCarty, for
contacting a local animal
rescue group when they came
across a dog that had been
abandoned on the roadside
of their work site,
PECO
General Foreperson Rocky
Stone, Foreperson Lindsey
Colegrove and Crew,

TENNESSEE
General Foreperson
James Blevins, Foreperson
Wesley Pellam and Crew,
Chattanooga EPB

TEXAS
General Foreperson Jose
Garcia, Foreperson Jose
Ortiz and Crew, for safely
working with a beekeeper to
manually remove two large
pine trees that had active bee
hives inside the trunks,
CenterPoint Energy

VERMONT
Allen Damon
and Groundperson
Michael Note,
Green Mountain Power

VIRGINIA
Harry Barrett and Wesley
McBride and Crews,
Appalachian Power Co.
General Foreperson
Timothy Bragg (FL),
Foreperson Robert
Ponton (VA) and Crews,
Appalachian Power Co.
Timmy Cave, Mike
Hosaflook and Steve
Hosaflook, and Crews,
Dominion Power
Ricky Kidd and Crew,
Appalachian Power Co.

From an e-mail to Manager Don Redden about a crew working on
PPL Electric Utilities property in Dauphin, Pennsylvania:

“I am writing to express my sincere gratitude and appreciation
for the hard work performed by PPL’s tree trimming crew during
difficult, cold (3.7 degree) and snowy conditions at my property this
past week. ... I cannot praise the work of [Forepersons] Randy
Weiland and Charlie Hosler and their crews too highly. They
were beyond a doubt the nicest group of hard-working people you
will meet anywhere.”
Tom Brown
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The Asplundh TREE
Spring/Summer 2014

General Foreperson Geoff
Lorah, Foreperson Carlos
Dennison and Crew,
Dominion Power
Chip Mason and Crew,
Dominion Power
Journeymen Jeffery Miller
and Thomas Strickler,
and Groundperson
Curtis Wilcher,
Shenandoah Valley Electric Co-op

WASHINGTON
General Foreperson Travis
Bottcher, Foreperson
Charlie Matthews, Trimmer
John Wood and Apprentice
Chris McDowell,
Avista Utilities
General Foreperson Rob
Fly, Foreperson Keith
Crowley, Trimmer Rick
Milbourn and Apprentice
Daniel Heyting,
Grays Harbor PUD
Certified Utility Forester
Sadora Hickman, for her
helpful, knowledgeable and
courteous demeanor while
going out of her way to help a
homeowner with a concern,
Puget Sound Energy
General Foreperson
Mike Reese, Consulting
Utility Forester Kris
Hanson and Crews,
Puget Sound Energy
Ron Walker, Trimmer
Brandon Tinker
and Groundperson
Jared Townsend,
Benton REA

WEST VIRGINIA
Allen Daniels, Journeyman
Matt Irvin and
Groundperson Zach Toney,
Appalachian Power Co.
Trimmer Derek Saunders,
Appalachian Power Co.

WISCONSIN
Trimmer Chelsea
Johnson, for his courtesy and
communication skills,
Koch Pipeline
Steve Kirk and Don
Watry, and Trimmer
Scott Wankey,
We Energies

STORM WORK
December – Ice Storm

Daniel Frederick, Robin
Kreisel, Brycen Woltering,
Trimmer Cody Schroeder
and Journeyman Wayne
Smith (IA/NE), for their
teamwork in administering
first aid to a fellow storm
worker from a fuel supplier
who fell and suffered a seizure
while on storm duty standby
at the Barton Coliseum,
Entergy (AR)
December – Winter Storm Gemini

Foreperson Ronnie King
and Journeyman Joe Flake
(MO), for their kindness and
positive attitude while working
on the Winter Storm Gemini
restoration in Hazlett on
Christmas day,
Consumers Power (MI)

From an e-mail to Vice President Gene Blount in Texas regarding
the crews of General Foreperson Jose Garcia and Foreperson Jose
Ortiz working for CenterPoint Energy:

“I wanted to recognize and praise Jose Ortiz’s crew for a job
well done on two large pine trees that were full of bees. Both pines
were very large, dead [trees] on the bank of a fairly large bayou
running through the village’s area. The crew handled the job with
professionalism and great skill that left me very impressed with the
level of expertise and training these guys have received.”
Brian Swiney, Forester, CenterPoint Energy

Orchids – November 22, 2013 through April 4, 2014
RSS Frank Lambert,
General Forepersons
Doug Duff, Jim Jenkins and
Aaron Morris, Permissions
Person Matt Knisley and
Crews (OH), for unselfishly
helping the Winter Storm
Gemini power restoration
efforts in Flushing on
Christmas day,
Consumers Power
General Foreperson Peter
Powers, Forepersons Wes
Brothers, Timothy Cutter,
Jamie Dexter, Jason
Digianni, Billy McKinstry,
Brian Norris, Kyle Shadd
and Mike Weston and
Crews (NH), for their
professional and courteous
behavior while working on the
Winter Storm Gemini storm
restoration in the St. Andrews
area in New Brunswick, Canada
NB Power (NB)
Asplundh Canada Vice
President François
Desjardins, Supervisor
Jake Taylor and Crews,
for their exceptional efforts
to support the Winter Storm
Gemini power restoration
efforts in the Brampton area,
Hydro One (ON)
Asplundh Canada Vice
President François
Desjardins, Supervisor
Jake Taylor and Crews, for
their dedication and assistance
during the Winter Storm
Gemini restoration efforts in

the Ajax, Clarington, Pickering
and Port Hope areas,
Veridian Connections
Vice Presidents Gary
Shelto (NH) and Larry
Gauger (PA), Manager
Ryan Swier (NJ), General
Forepersons David
Hernandez and Anthony
Pinelli (PA) and Crews, for
their help during the Winter
Storm Gemini restoration,
Vermont Electric Co-op.
February – Winter Storm Nika

Dylan Kahn and Trimmer
Dearl Smalley, for the
excellent job they did clearing
tree limbs away from power
lines during the Winter Storm
Nika restoration in the New
Market area,
Potomac Edison (MD)
Asplundh Construction
Supervisor John Morton,
RSS Gary Bates, General
Forepersons Mike Forrest,
Shawn Keane, Tony
Nelson, Foreperson Kevin
Dupuis and Crews (NY),
for their safe, efficient and
productive work supporting
the Winter Storm Nika
restoration efforts in
southeastern Pennsylvania,
PECO (PA)
Asplundh Construction
Foreperson Craig Scott
and Journeyman Linemen
Donald Floyd and Jason
Marchese (NY), for making
sure power was restored to

the home of a New Hope
resident who was out of town
during the storm before they
moved on to the next power
restoration site,
PECO
Utility Lines Construction
Services General
Forepersons Mark Bare
and Rodney Faries, and
Crews (NC), for their
professional, “Safety First”
assistance during the Winter
Storm Nika restoration,
Duke Energy (SC)
February – Winter Storm Pax

General Forepersons
Malcolm Castleberry, Mike
Leverett and Eric Moran,
Forepersons Kody Brooks,
Mark Dinkins, Willie
Heard, Thomas Herrod,
John Malcolm, Donald
Sansom, Joseph Simmons,
Larry Smitherman, Andy
Stewart, Mark White and
Mike Williams, and Crews
(AL/GA), for their great
attitude during the Winter
Storm Pax restoration, no
matter how daunting the task
they were asked to accomplish,
Tri-County EMC (GA)
General Foreperson Peter
Powers and Crews, for their
hard work during the summer
and fall in the Bow area that
helped to prevent many
tree-related outages during
Winter Storm Pax,
Unitil (NH)

General Forepersons
Bryan Collins and Mike
Smathers, and Crews,
for performing in a safe and
professional manner during the
Winter Storm Pax restoration,
Pee Dee EMC (NC)
General Foreperson
Johnny Hunt and Crews
(NC), for their great work
ethic and safe work during the
Winter Storm Pax restoration
in Florence,
Duke Energy (SC)
March – Winter Storm Titan

General Foreperson
Michael Simmons and
Crews, for the great job
they did in the Durham area
during the Winter Storm Titan
restoration efforts,
Duke Energy (NC)
March – Winter Storm Ulysses

Supervisor Billy Campbell
and Crews (SC), for their
strict attention to safety
while aiding the Winter
Storm Ulysses efforts in the
Burlington area,
Duke Energy (NC)
Utility Lines Construction
Services General
Foreperson BJ Fleming and
Crews (WV), for their hard
work and courteous manner
while working on the Winter
Storm Ulysses restoration in
the Burlington area,
Duke Energy

From a letter to Asplundh Canada ULC Supervisor Jake Taylor
about the Winter Storm Gemini restoration support provided by
crews from the François Desjardins Region in Quebec and Ontario:

From an e-mail to Utility Lines Construction Services Vice President
Danny Stanley in North Carolina regarding the Winter Storm Nika
storm restoration work of his crew in South Carolina:

“We want to take this opportunity to express how appreciative we
are for the support of Asplundh Canada during the devastating ice
storm that affected so many of our customers over the Christmas
holidays. ... The time your staff sacrificed away from their families
during this holiday season, while working 16-hour days, did not go
unappreciated. ... We felt proud to have worked with you.”
Paul Tremblay, President & CEO, Hydro One Brampton

“... I spent most of the week with [General Foreperson] Mark
Bare and a couple of days with [General Foreperson] Rodney
Faries, and I wanted you to know that they and their men were
extremely professional about their work. And above all, even though
I’m sure there were many opportunities, they never wavered from
the ‘Safety First’ concept.”
Tim Davis, Construction & Maintenance CDO, Duke Energy
The Asplundh TREE
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SERVICE
ANNIVERSARIES

January – June
1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989 and 1994

40YEARS

45YEARS

Debby Conigliaro
Assistant to Manager
Railroad Division
Pennsylvania

Lionel Roy
General Foreperson
Asplundh Brush Control
Oklahoma

Dave Puckett
Vice President
Pennsylvania

35YEARS

Raymond Kelley
General Foreperson
Kentucky

Tim Flansburg
General Foreperson
Minnesota
Ronald Dickinson
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Patty Permar
Fleet Maintenance Admin.
Pennsylvania

Thomas Lacy
General Foreperson
Ohio
Larry Reitz
Trimmer
Wisconsin

Ricky West
General Foreperson
North Carolina

Robert Schlecht
Trimmer
Wisconsin
Terry Wolske
General Foreperson
Minnesota

30YEARS

16

Wayne Bailey
Supervisor
Minnesota

Richard Bassler
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Greg Bennett
Supervisor
Financial Accounting
Willow Grove

Jimmy Cleckler
Foreperson
Alabama

Gary Coan
Foreperson
Alabama

John Combs
General Foreperson
Kentucky

Willie Dallas
Foreperson
Alabama

Thomas Durham
Foreperson
Kentucky

Bruce Eldridge, Jr.
Permissions Person
Kentucky

Dean Ellefson
Foreperson
Minnesota

Dennis Fosbenner
General Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Jeffrey Franzene
Foreperson
Michigan

Orbie Grigsby
Trimmer
Kentucky

Elijah Gwin
Permissions Person
Kentucky

Timothy Hayman
General Foreperson
Alabama

The Asplundh TREE
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30YEARS
Benny King
Permissions Person
Kentucky

Gene Lentz
General Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Freddy Miller
Permissions Person
Kentucky

Michael Parsons
Permissions Person
Kentucky

Edward Pennington
General Foreperson
Kentucky

Thomas Rasmusson
Foreperson
Wisconsin

Jeff Stromberg
Foreperson
Michigan

Bobbie Valentino
Input Operator
Payroll
Willow Grove

Harlan Williams
Foreperson
West Virginia

Warren Yates
Trimmer
Kentucky

Jon Alderson
General Foreperson
Railroad Division
Iowa

Joseph Bishop
General Foreperson
Florida

Robert Bolling, Jr.
Foreperson
Virginia

Donald Brown
Permissions Person
Florida

Ifocsa Federic
Foreperson
Florida

John Fivecoat
Trimmer
Missouri

Sandie Franklin
Equipment System Admin.
Fleet Services
Willow Grove

Kenneth Gregory
Foreperson
North Carolina

James Hardiman
Vice President
ALS
Florida

Thomas Kellough
Foreperson
Ohio

Raymond Kitzmiller
General Foreperson
Texas

Juan Martinez
Foreperson
Virginia

Ellen Mattox
Supervisor/Ops.
Information Technology
Willow Grove

Kevin McFarlan
Permissions Person
West Virginia

Stacey Molenari
Claims Examiner
Risk Management
Willow Grove

James Morgan
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Darrell Pye
Permissions Person
Georgia

Wilford Reynolds, Jr.
General Foreperson
Georgia

David Reynolds
Trimmer
New York

David Romig
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Edwin Santiago
Foreperson
Florida

John Stevens
General Foreperson
Florida

Phil Tatoian, Jr.
VP/Asst. General Counsel
Legal
Willow Grove

Manuel Uriarte
Foreperson
Florida

Clint Whitney
Trimmer
New Jersey

25YEARS

Rich Williams
Supervisor/Ops.
Information Technology
Willow Grove

Fausto Zapata
General Foreperson
Florida

20YEARS
Richard Balik
Permissions Person
ArborMetrics Solutions
Florida

Camilo Barajas
Foreperson
Florida

Steve Bishop
Foreperson
Ohio

Robert Brown
Foreperson
Ohio

Jezel Brutus
Foreperson
Florida

Wayne Burbank
Foreperson
Washington

Andre Carter
General Foreperson
Maryland

Alfredo Castro
Crew Leader
Illinois

David Catalano
General Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Keith Confere
Manager
Ohio

Rick Cushing
Foreperson
Florida

Thomas Degolier
Foreperson
New York

Dennis Delagarde
Operating Engineer
Asplundh Construction
New York

Paschal Dickerson
Foreperson
Kansas

Donald Ebersole
Foreperson
Florida

Jeffrey Elliott
General Foreperson
Delaware

Shon Erskine
Foreperson
Maine

Greg Ezell
Foreperson
Missouri

Jeffrey Fleeman
Foreperson
West Virginia

Jennifer Focht
Payroll Administrator
Information Technology
Willow Grove
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20YEARS
John Foster
General Foreperson
Florida

Donald Fowler, Jr.
Foreperson
Asplundh Brush Control
New York

David Fox
General Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Steve Golliher
Trimmer
Michigan

Wilson Gonzalez
General Foreperson
Florida

Brian Graver
General Foreperson
Florida

Michael Guerrero
Foreperson
Washington

Charles Hatten
General Foreperson
Railroad Division
West Virginia

Jessie Hicks
Foreperson
Washington

Brian Hobbs
Foreperson
Wisconsin

John Hodgden
Foreperson
Kansas

Richard Holt
General Foreperson
Florida

Stephen Iachetta
General Foreperson
Florida

Ronald Jacobson
General Foreperson
Florida

Timothy Jessup
Manager
Florida

Raymond Kloncz
Trimmer
Minnesota

Jerold Langley
Foreperson
Washington

Ismael Martinez
Foreperson
Texas

Raymond Massey
Trimmer
Delaware

Larry Mensing
General Foreperson
Minnesota

Louis Mesidor
Foreperson
Florida

Paul Milam
Foreperson
Alabama

Carol Miller
Personnel Coordinator
Human Capital
Willow Grove

Michael Molski
Foreperson
Wisconsin

Junior Napier
Trimmer
Virginia

Wireman Neace
Foreperson
Kentucky

Daniel Partin
Foreperson
Florida

Salvatore Ribaudo
Foreperson
New York

Ervin Ridinger
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Roy Sanford
Field Mechanic
Alabama

Remio Santana
General Foreperson
Florida

Jeromi Sparks
Foreperson
ULCS
Pennsylvania

Paul Sparks
Trimmer
Virginia

Michael Thompson, Sr.
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Johnny Tracy
Groundperson
ULCS
Alabama

Jose Trujillo
Crew Leader
Illinois

Mark Ulrich
Trimmer
Pennsylvania

Ramon Underwood, Jr.
Foreperson
Florida

Jimmy Underwood
Foreperson
Alabama

Rodrigo Valdez
Foreperson
Indiana

Jose Velasquez
Foreperson
Maryland

Charles Warner, Jr.
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Jackie Westfall
Office Manager
Ohio

David Williams, Jr.
Foreperson
Georgia

John Wolfe
Supervisor
Ohio

STORMYTIMES continued from page 6
Power, Entergy and South Carolina Electric & Gas. All crews
were back home by February 19.
As if Entergy Arkansas and PECO hadn’t already had enough
of storm work, Winter Storm Titan had them in the crosshairs
again on March 1-2. The storm brought more ice to Arkansas
where 145 additional tree workers had been dispatched ahead of
the storm. All were released to go home by March 8. Titan only
brought some snow to the Philadelphia area, so PECO was able
to breath a little easier and send its requested crews back home.
Thankfully, Asplundh’s storm workers efficiently completed
their tasks and returned home safely. Many thanks go out to
the utilities and municipalities who released our crews to assist
others, and to the families of our employees, who supported
this important work during a tough winter.
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u After Winter Storm
Nika, crews from the
Don Redden Region in
eastern Pennsylvania
performed a number
of removals and storm
debris clean-up at
private residences,
arranged through
Asplundh Environmental
Services, Inc., who has a
five-year contract with
Nationwide Insurance.

CREWS
& NEWS

TRAININGTIMES

p October 2013 MLA—The Management Leadership Academy (MLA)
was held on October 22-25, 2013 in Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania for
supervisors and managers from across the United States. Led by Manager
of Human Capital Joe Lee, with assistance from Chuck Hitzemann of
Positive Growth International, the attendees were (L to R): Angel Garza,
Florida; Dennis Mauk, Kentucky; Brian Hinds, Massachusetts; Bill
McCormick, Maryland; Ronn Shank, South Carolina; John Reeves, Alabama;
Henry King, ArborMetrics Solutions, Florida; Bill Tidmore, Arkansas; Sean
MacPhee, New Hampshire; Earnest Riddle, Jr., Delaware; David Hawley,
Florida; Jesse Long, Wisconsin; Stephen Williams, Michigan; Mark Turner,
ABC, New Hampshire; and William Merithew, ABC, Michigan.

p February 2014 UGFTP—At the Home Office in Willow Grove,
Pennsylvania, the UtiliCon General Foreperson Training Program (UGFTP)
was held on February 17-21. Conducted by Manager of Human Capital
Joe Lee, the participants were (back row, L to R): Kirk Smith, ULCS, Iowa;
Dave Olsen, ULCS, Michigan; Ken Miller, ALS, Maryland; Matt Churchill,
ULCS, Virginia; and Chris Tunmore, ALS, Florida. In the front row were
(L to R): BJ Fleming, ULCS, West Virginia; Jodie Braskich, ULCS, Michigan;
Walter Ward, ULCS, Maryland; Sammy Bryant, ALS of NC, North
Carolina; Jesse Solano, ALS, Florida; and Ron Cain, ALS, Virginia.

p November 2013 UtiliCon PDP—Manager of Human Capital Joe
Lee coordinated a Professional Development Program (PDP) for employees
of the UtiliCon Solutions, Ltd. subsidiaries on November 5-7, 2013 in
Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania. The participants were (L to R): Derrick
Samuels, ULCS, North Carolina; Patrick Corlette, ACC, Ohio; Phil Riesland,
ACC, California; Bobby Carter, ALS of NC, North Carolina; Charlie Davis,
GOS, Pennsylvania; Sam Pitts, GOS, Florida; Suzanne Maxa-Albers, ULCS,
Maryland; Aimee Elizondo, ACC, California; Kate Loredo, GOS, California;
Brent Barfield, GOS Canada, Saskatchewan, Canada; Ted LaVenture,
GOS, Florida; and Tom Salch, ALS, Virginia.

p March 2014 GFTP—Manager of Human Capital Joe Lee
coordinated the General Foreperson Training Program (GFTP) group
on March 3-7 at the Home Office in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. The
attendees were (front row, L to R): Eric Myers, Ohio; Oscar Sanchez,
Maryland; and Mike DeLaFuente, Texas. In the back row were (L to R):
Aaron Holloway, Nebraska; Tim Ouimette, Massachusetts; Lance Vaughn,
Louisiana; Kyle Wentz, Pennsylvania; Jeff Fellows, New Hampshire; and
Wadie Rose, Jr., West Virginia.

u November 2013 UGFTP—On November 11-15, 2013, the UtiliCon
General Foreperson Training Program (UGFTP) was held at the Home
Office in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. Led by Manager of Human Capital
Joe Lee, the graduates were (front row, L to R): Demetrios Karaganis,
ALS, Florida; Eric Hogan, ULCS/Highlines, Louisiana; Shawn Moore,
ULCS, Delaware; Jeff Johnston, ULCS/Highlines, Louisiana; Barry Downes,
Corporate Safety, Pennsylvania; Bobby Boland, ULCS, North Carolina;
and Jeremy Webb, ALS of NC, South Carolina. Standing in the back row
were (L to R): Rick Baker, ULCS, Michigan; Mike Gilley, ULCS, Maryland;
Clayton Young, ACC, Connecticut; Dave Kappel, ACC, California; Gary
Leatherwood, ACC, California; and Troy Hawk, ULCS, Iowa.
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30-YEARWATCHES
t General Foreperson
Ricky White (L)
received a handshake
of congratulations and a
specially-engraved watch
from Vice President Doug
Smith (R) for 30 years
of dedicated work. Ricky
first joined Asplundh in
August 1977 as a bush hog
operator in what is now the
Barry Suddreth Region of
North Carolina. He stayed for about a year before leaving the company. Ricky
came back to Asplundh in August 1983, and has remained in North Carolina
ever since. He’s done all kinds of work including underground telephone line
trenching, street lighting, storm work, and transmission and pipeline clearing
for a variety of investor-owned, municipal and cooperative customers. Ricky
joined the Doug Smith Region in 2007 and currently can be found overseeing
crews on Pee Dee Electric Membership Corp. property in Rockingham.
u Sponsor Doug Gober
(R) and Puget Sound
Energy Manager of
Contract Management
Beth Rogers (L) were
pleased to present Vice
President Kevin Dove
(center) with a speciallyengraved watch for
30 years of excellent
service. Kevin originally joined Asplundh in Minnesota in 1976, but left
for a few years before coming back in August 1983. He moved to the
Florida Panhandle with a promotion to supervisor in 1999, then returned
to the Midwest in 2004 as a manager in Iowa and parts of Nebraska and
Wisconsin. In December 2011, Kevin temporarily oversaw Oregon crews
working on Portland General Electric property, before being passed the reins
by retiring Vice President Mick Kavran in October 2012. Kevin oversees
operations on the properties of various investor-owned, cooperative and
PUDs in Washington, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and parts of Oregon.
t With a
specially-engraved
watch, Manager
Bobby King (R) and
Supervisor Jeff Holder
(L) thanked Supervisor
Mike King (center)
for 30 years of loyal
service. Mike joined
Asplundh in August
1983 as a groundperson
on Kentucky Utilities
(KU) property in the Lexington area. He rose up through the ranks and
moved into KU’s western area with a promotion to general foreperson in
1994. Mike first advanced to supervisor in 2000 in Tennessee, but moved
back into a general foreperson’s role in 2003 in order to return home
to Lexington on KU and Bluegrass Electric properties. He was recently
promoted to supervisor of the eastern part of Kentucky, overseeing
distribution and transmission crews on the properties of nine
investor-owned, municipal and cooperative utilities.
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u Equipment
Supervisor Bernie
Laughman (R)
received a visit from
Manager Darhl Trail (L)
who presented him with
a specially-engraved
watch to thank Bernie
for 30 years of loyal
service to the company.
He joined Asplundh in September 1983 as a mechanic in Mechanicsburg,
Pennsylvania and was responsible for inspecting, repairing and
maintaining all of the lifts and chippers in the region. Bernie advanced
to general foreperson around 2000, overseeing crews on Met-Ed, UGI,
Adams Electric and PPL Utilities property. When AVMS was introduced,
he learned it inside and out to best serve his region. About two years ago,
Bernie began working out of the Hagerstown, Maryland office, where he
continues to support the equipment and mechanical needs of his region.

p During an annual general forepersons’ meeting last August, General
Foreperson Dave Hodges (center) was recognized for 30 years of
dedicated service, and was presented with a specially-engraved watch by
Manager Les Parsons (L) and Executive Vice President Gregg Asplundh
(R). In September 1983, Dave joined Asplundh as a driver/groundperson
on a crew in northeast Ohio, where he’s worked his entire career. He’s
been a general foreperson on Loraine-Medina REC property for about 14
years and has served on numerous storm restorations across the country.

p General Foreperson Danny Davis (second from L) received a
specially-engraved watch and congratulations from Vice President Barry Suddreth
(far L), Supervisor David McConnell (second from R) and Duke Energy Forester
Rick Owens (far R) during a lunch held in honor of his 30 th anniversary with
Asplundh. Danny has worked in the Carolinas his entire career, which began in
November 1983 when he accepted a groundperson’s job in Charlotte, North
Carolina. He advanced to foreperson about six months later, and has been
a general foreperson since 1988. Over the years, Danny has been recognized
for safety, has served numerous municipalities, and worked on many storm
restorations. Currently, he oversees distribution crews on Duke Energy property.

AWARDS&REWARDS

p Ohio Foreperson Recognized For Good Work—When
Foreperson Jonathan Walden (far R) went to Carl Sheets’ home in
Westerville, Ohio to remove a pin oak growing too close to AEP Ohio power
lines, he probably didn’t realize that he would impress Mr. Sheets so much
that he would write a letter to AEP Ohio praising his skill, efficiency and
courteous demeanor. The letter wound up on the desk of AEP Ohio Vice
President of Distribution Operations Selwyn Dias (center), who had it framed
and signed by AEP’s President/Chief Executive Officer, AEP Ohio’s President/
Chief Operating Officer, and the Manager of Distribution Support. Selwyn
then invited Jonathan and his manager, Keith Confere (far L), to the AEP
Columbus District Northeast Service Center on December 18, 2013, where
he personally thanked Jonathan and presented him with the framed letter.

WILDLIFECORNER
t Crew Gives A Hoot About Injured
Owl—Back in November, Forepersons
James Barringer and Bill McGuire, and
Trimmers Joe Bates and Devin Powers got
a little surprise when they felled a large
maple in the Canton area near AEP Ohio
power lines. As the tree came to rest, an
Eastern Screech Owl was ejected from a
hole in the tree trunk. The owl was shaken
up and had suffered a broken wing. The
crew, who work under General Foreperson
Doug Duff, gave the owl to the staff at the
Sanders Wildlife Rehabilitation Center at
Sippo Lake. We’re pleased to report that the owl made a full recovery and
was released back into the wild on December 27, 2013.
u Arborchem Vice President
Joe Lentz of Pennsylvania and
Asplundh Manager Gene Hayden
of Tennessee snapped this shot of a
doe from a tree stand. The duo were
in Wisconsin back in November
2013 on a hunt with several other
Asplundh managers. Even though
the hunting wasn’t so good (this was
the only deer that Joe and Gene
saw), the camraderie was great!
t General Foreperson Jeff
Anderson (L) had a very different
hunting experience on November 8,
2013 than the one described above.
He was in his tree stand for about
five minutes when this 9-point buck
came walking by. It wasn’t the big
buck Jeff was after, but he couldn’t
resist. Jeff lined up a shot with
his Mathews compound bow and
harvested the buck with a 6-yard
shot. When not hunting, Jeff works in
the Keith Confere Region, overseeing
crews on AEP Ohio property.

p Xcel Energy Crew of the Quarter—This crew from the David
Fulford Region in Colorado was named the Xcel Energy Crew of the
Quarter for the fourth quarter in 2013. The crew, who work under
General Foreperson/Project Manager Bob Formhals, was recognized for
their outstanding production, attention to safety, customer relations and
quick response to utility requests. Xcel Energy Coordinator Terry Hamm
(back row, center) recognized these hard working folks with a lunch
followed by the afternoon off with pay, all courtesy of Xcel Energy.

PROCERTIFICATIONS
Congratulations to the following Asplundh employees who have gone the extra mile to better themselves and earn professional
development certifications:

ISA Certified Arborist®
Mike Bailey
Dana Blatchford
Brad Moretz

Art Perez
David Robinson
Jason Waugh

ISA Utility Specialist™
Mick Linxwiler
Herb Zinzer

NOTE: If you have earned one of these credentials in the past six months,
but have not been listed, please e-mail corpcomm@asplundh.com
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COMMUNITYSERVICE
t Tree Marked For Removal
Helps Spread Christmas
Cheer—Duke Energy Forester
Tom Ordway in Indiana was
looking for a Christmas tree
to donate to a homeless camp
near downtown Indianapolis
that he had previously worked
with through his church. An
opportunity presented itself when
a blue spruce had to be removed
to make way for a Duke Energy
69kV transmission line. The tree
belonged to Mrs. Wright, who
was glad to donate it to the camp.
Asplundh General Foreperson
Mike Traver, Foreperson JR
Brehmer (far L) and Groundperson Christopher Young (far R) trimmed the
tree down to 10 feet tall and delivered it to the grateful residents of the camp.

p Duncan Region Unites To Support Co-worker’s Family—
On March 15, employees from the Dan Duncan Region, Connecticut Light
& Power and the Connecticut Tree Wardens Association came together
at the Coventry Fire House for a spaghetti dinner to raise funds to help
the daughter of Permissions Person Jeff Parham. Jeff’s daughter, Ashley
Hylock, was critically injured after she jumped from a second-story window
of her Baltimore, Maryland home to escape a swift moving fire. Sadly, her
boyfriend and two children perished in the blaze. The dinner generated
$6,200 and to date, over $7,000 has been raised to help support Ashley’s
rehabilitation from her injuries. Ashley is now out of the hospital and back
home with Jeff, who’s helping her make it along the long road to recovery.

HOMEOFFICEHONORS

p Grinding the Greens For 30 Years—Employees from the Doug
Smith Region volunteered to man several Christmas tree chipping locations
in both North and South Carolina for the Keep the Midlands Beautiful’s
Grinding of the Greens (GotG) program. Asplundh has supported GotG for
30 years now, which keeps trees out of landfills by turning them into mulch
that is used in gardens throughout the Carolinas. General Foreperson Doug
Newton’s crews staffed two sites in Columbia, South Carolina on January 17,
chipping over 1,500 trees. General Forepersons David Hunt, Jr. and Johnnie
Garrell and their crews (shown above) recycled trees through five chippers for
about five hours straight on January 4 in Fayetteville, North Carolina.

Photo courtesy of The Courier Herald

p Tree Recycling Event Is A Family Affair In Georgia—For many
years now, the father-son duo of Foreperson Phil Whittington and Trimmer Jacob
Whittington from the Wilmer McWhirter Region have volunteered on behalf of
Georgia Power for the Keep Dublin-Laurens Beautiful’s annual “Bring One for
the Chipper” event. On Saturday, January 4, Phil (R) and Jacob (L) chipped loads
of Christmas trees donated by folks who were given flowering tree seedlings as a
thank you. Much of the mulch was bagged and given back to the community at
the event, and the leftover mulch was gratefully accepted by a local chicken farm.
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u Home Office Employee of
the Year—Fleet Administrator Tim
Bentley (R) was named the 2013
Home Office Employee of the Year at
the Holiday Assembly on December 12,
2013. Fleet Services Director John Talbot
had the pleasure of presenting Tim with
the award. Nominated by Asplundh
Construction Corp. Vice President Chris
Shane in Connecticut, Utility Lines
Construction Services Vice President Jim
Marsh in Alabama and ULCS Manager
Bryan Beadle in Louisiana, they praised his calm, “can do” attitude, excellent
communication skills and added support of the company’s equipment
rental and purchase needs after the sudden passing of UtiliCon’s Fleet
Services Director Bill Fleming last year. Tim’s “above and beyond” efforts
were rewarded with a $1,000 cash prize, plaque and Asplundh jacket.
t Home Office
Employees of the
Month—Each
month, the Home
Office recognizes
an employee for
providing superior
support to our
field and internal
operations. Here are
the latest recipients
of this award (back
row, L to R): Lee
Sheppleman (back L) of Risk Management was recognized at the
Holiday Employee Assembly in December 2013, and Kasia Axsom
(back R) of Customer & Field Liaison became the first winner of the new
year in January 2014. Tara Lackman (front L) of Accounts Payable was
honored for her efforts in February, and Keith Murray (front R) of Field
Accounting was presented with the award in March. Congratulations to
all of our winners. We thank you for all of your hard work!

ONTHEJOB
t Sunrise Spotlights
Asplundh Canada
Crew—As Utility Tree
Trimmer Rob Cunningham
and his crew from the
John Moir Region of
Asplundh Canada ULC
began their predawn
preparation for another
cold, crisp day of line
clearance work for
SaskPower, they were
treated to a magnificent
winter sunrise. Rob
snapped the photo of the
sunrise on January 12 as
it dramatically illuminated
his lift truck along with
a colorful show of clouds
in the retreating
nighttime sky above
Melville, Saskatchewan.

p Teamwork Transforms Loveland Tree Program—The city
of Loveland, Colorado’s Water and Power Operations Supervisor Garth
Silvernale (back row, far R) got his Asplundh crews together for a photo to
mark the successful completion of a full vegetation management cycle of
the overhead system. They are (clockwise from back L): Foreperson Steve
Dawson, Groundperson Ben Hornung, Trimmer Brian Bosch, City Arborist
Frank Calhoun, Trimmers Terrell Miller and Daniel Alderman, and Job Planner
Robert Alexander. When Garth joined Loveland Water & Power three years
ago, improving the tree maintenance program became his main focus. The
support of Asplundh Manager David Fulford, RSS Chad Rucker and General
Foreperson Shaun Rapp, along with the cooperation and ownership these
crews have shown for the program, has played a critical role in making Garth’s
vision for the success of Loveland’s tree maintenance program a reality.
u Steven and Rebekah Morris are proud to introduce you to
the newest addition to their family, Madison Lyn (center). Born on
November 15, 2013, older siblings Tyler, 9 (L), and Makaila, 6 (R),
were delighted to pose with their six-month-old baby sister for a
springtime family portrait. Steven is a foreperson in the Gene Hayden
Region, overseeing a crew on Springfield Electric property in Tennessee.
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FAMILYALBUM
t Work Planner Larry
Childers (R) and his
granddaughter Mikaila,
2 (L), enjoy spending
time outdoors in the
family garden. This
photo showcases the
duo with some of last
year’s cabbage plantings,
the largest of which was
about 19 lbs. at harvest.
When not playing in the
garden or by the creek
with Mikaila, Larry
plans transmission line
work on Mon Power
property in east central
West Virginia.

p General Foreperson Bill Costello (far L) of the Ryan Swier Region
couldn’t be more proud of his daughter, Jessica, 11 (center), whose essay
won Yonkers, New York Mayor Mike Spano’s Martin Luther King, Jr.
essay contest. Over 550 essays were submitted from students in the 5th,
8th and 11th grades. Jessica, who attends Montesorri 31 in New York, was
chosen as the 5th grade winner. On February 11, Jessica was invited to
publicly read her essay and was presented with an award by Mayor Mike
Spano (second from L) with her grandmother Laura Gargiulo (third
from R), mom Anna (second from R) and brother Salvatore (far R) by
her side.

RETIREES
HONORED
Earl Lynn Allen

Congratulations and best wishes for a happy and healthy
retirement to all the retirees listed here!

Stephen Browne

First employed June 1994
Utility Lines Construction Services Retired February 2014
Operator/EMJ Tech, Michigan
Rufus James
First employed May 2004
Foreperson, Georgia
Retired January 2014
First employed April 1971
Retired February 2014
Lucio Andrade
Edward Cavey
Crew Leader, Indiana
Foreperson, Ohio
First employed October 1993
First employed November 1986 Edward Jernigan
Foreperson, North Carolina
(plus one year with Blume
Retired November 2013
First employed May 1999
Tree Services)
Retired December 2013
Ted Coon
Retired February 2014
Foreperson, Wisconsin
Gary Johnston
Darwin Beahm
First employed May 1973
Supervisor, Washington
General Foreperson, Virginia
Retired November 2013
First employed August 1996
First employed September 1973
Retired February 2014
Edward Evans II
Retired February 2014
Railroad Division
Mick Kavran
William Russell Beckham Supervisor, Ohio
Vice President, Washington
Asplundh Construction Corp.
First employed January 1990
First employed January 1988
General Foreperson, Georgia
Retired January 2014
Retired February 2014
First employed January 2001
Leland Farmer
Retired February 2014
John Lauritzen
Permissions Person, Ohio
Utility Lines Construction Services
Norman Belanger
First employed October 2002
Operator/EMJ Tech, Iowa
Utility Lines Construction
Retired November 2013
First employed December 2008
Services Field Technician, Michigan
Retired January 2014
Gary
Feige
First employed December 2006
Trimmer, Wisconsin
Retired February 2014
Lenny Lee
First employed May 1999
Manager, Accounts Receivable
Jerry Brookman
Retired January 2014
Willow Grove, Pennsylvania
General Foreperson, Virginia
First employed October 1973
Lloyd
Hall,
Jr.
First employed July 1974
Retired February 2014
General
Foreperson,
Retired January 2014
North Carolina
Jerry McClellan
Dave Brower
First employed January 2010
Railroad Division
General Foreperson, Arizona
Retired October 2013
Field Trainer, West Virginia
First employed October 1993
First employed January 1994
James
Humphrey
(Plus six years with Blume
Retired January 2014
Musgrove
Construction
Tree Services)
Foreperson,
Florida
Retired January 2014
Grid One Solutions
Planner, Kentucky
First employed June 2003
Retired January 2014

Don Milbourn

General Foreperson, Washington
First employed March 1995
Retired February 2014

Jim Orr

Vice President, Technical Services
Willow Grove, Pennsylvania
First employed March 1977
Retired March 2014

William Pomeroy, Jr.
RSS, Pennsylvania
First employed July 1969
Retired January 2014

William Raab

Trimmer, Illinois
First employed June 2002
Retired March 2014

Donald Shimmel

Utility Lines Construction Services
Relay Technician, Michigan
First employed July 2007
Retired January 2014

Steve Southall

Groundperson, Kentucky
First employed June 1992
Retired January 2014

Al Urbonas

Utility Lines Construction Services
Operator/EMJ Tech, Michigan
First employed August 2004
Retired February 2014

INMEMORIAM
Hollis Allen, Sr., retired general foreperson and 41-year veteran of the company, passed away on January 6, 2014

in Waco, Texas at the age of 78. Hollis started out on an Asplundh crew in his home state of Texas in 1957 and rose
through the ranks to general foreperson, a position he held for over 20 years. He was responsible for overseeing Asplundh
crews working on the property of Texas Power & Light, which later became part of Oncor Electric Delivery. Hollis retired
in January 1998. He is survived by his wife, Barbara; daughter, Laura; two sons, Hollis, Jr. and William (who works for
Oncor Electric Delivery); eight grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. We extend sincere sympathy to Hollis’ family
and to the circle of friends and co-workers who knew him.
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SPECIALRETIREMENTHONORS
During the Asplundh/UtiliCon Managers’ Meeting in January, the following
vice presidents and managers were recognized for their combined 183 years of service
as they retired from the company. Please join us in wishing them well in their retirement years!
JoAnne Howell, manager of the Input/
Payroll Department in the Willow Grove
Home Office, took up a new position as
an Asplundh retiree on May 2. SecretaryTreasurer Joe Dwyer paid tribute to her
32-year career and work ethic during the
Managers’ Meeting in January.

Born and raised in Pennsylvania, JoAnne
first joined Asplundh as a billing clerk in
June 1966, but left three months later
to get married. She returned 16 years later, in 1983, as a typist
and within a year, she had been promoted to account coordinator.
In 1994, JoAnne advanced to training and support coordinator,
and three years later, she was promoted to manager of the Input
Operations Department (now Payroll). JoAnne steered the Input/
Payroll team through many changes in technology and processes,
always maintaining a high level of service quality to employees in the
field and Home Office. Retirement means a chance to finally relax
a little for JoAnne and enjoy more time with her husband, Tom, their
two children and spouses, and four grandchildren.

Mick Kavran, vice president and

regional advisor for Asplundh operations in
Washington and various Western states,
stepped into the honored ranks of the
retired in February. Asplundh President
George Graham recognized Mick’s
distinguished career during the Managers’
Meeting in January.
Originally from Montana, Mick joined
Asplundh in 1988 as a general foreperson
in Washington with more than 19 years of experience with other line
clearance contractors. Three years later, he advanced to supervisor
and in 1993, he was promoted to manager of Asplundh operations in
Washington, Alaska, Idaho and Montana. Mick oversaw Slashbuster
operations to assist other field managers in various parts of the
country. In 1995, he was elected vice president and moved into an
advisory role in October 2012 when Kevin Dove was named manager
of the region. An avid golfer, especially in Idaho and Arizona, Mick’s
retirement will include more of that sport and quality time with his
wife, Terrie, their three children and four grandchildren.

Lenny Lee, manager of the Accounts

Receivable Department in the Willow Grove
Home Office, graciously made the move into
retirement in February. Secretary-Treasurer
Joe Dwyer honored Lenny for his 41 years of
dedicated service to the company during the
Managers’ Meeting in January.
A native of Abington, Pennsylvania, Lenny
started with the company in 1973 as an

Accounts Receivable (AR) analyst after graduating from Philadelphia
College of Textiles and Science with a bachelor’s degree in accounting.
Two years later, he advanced to AR supervisor and by 1980, he was
promoted to manager of the AR Department. Lenny transferred to the
Asplundh Manufacturing Division (AMD) two years later and by 1986,
he became the assistant controller for the division. When AMD was
sold in 1992, Lenny returned to the AR Department and reassumed his
role as manager in 2007, managing the cash collection and application
processes for all company operations. Lenny and his wife, Mahlene,
enjoy travel and golf, and now have more time for it!

Tom Leverentz, vice president of

business development, was recognized for
his 47 years of service to the company by
Chairman of the Board Chris Asplundh, Sr.
during the Managers’ Meeting in January.
Tom is transitioning into the venerable ranks
of the retired this year.
Originally from the Philadelphia region,
Tom joined a tree crew there in 1967 after
studying business at Hiram Scott College
in Nebraska. He served in the U.S. Army as a missile technician from
June 1968 to June 1970 and then returned to an Asplundh tree crew.
Tom was promoted to general foreperson in 1975 and advanced to
supervisor, working in West Virginia, four years later. In 1981, he was
promoted to manager, overseeing Asplundh operations in parts of
Louisiana, Texas and New Mexico. Two years later, Tom was elected
vice president. To assist field management across the U.S., he moved
into a business development role in October 2012. Tom and his wife,
Diane, have two daughters and five grandchildren. He now has more
time to enjoy his roles as a grandfather and cattle ranch owner.

Jim Orr, vice president of Asplundh

Technical Services in the Willow Grove Home
Office, assumed a new role as a retiree in
March. CEO Scott Asplundh paid tribute to
Jim’s 37-year career of leading and
implementing innovations in vegetation
management during the Managers’ Meeting.
Born and raised in western Pennsylvania,
Jim started with Asplundh in 1977 as a
chemical supervisor with eight years of prior
experience as a utility forester for Mon Power. He also held a bachelor’s
degree in forestry and wildlife management from West Virginia
University. In 1982, Jim was promoted to manager of the Chemical
Department and in 1995, he was promoted to general manager of
Technical Services. Elected vice president in 2008, Jim played an
integral role in the implementation of AVMS. Carrying the torch for
research in integrated vegetation management, Jim is an ISA Certified
Arborist and Professional Forester and has served in many capacities
in the UAA. While keeping one foot in the industry, Jim is enjoying the
freedom of retired life with his wife, Karen, and their son, Russell.
The Asplundh TREE
Spring/Summer 2014
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SPOTLIGHT ON IVM FOR PIPELINE RIGHTS-OF-WAY continued from page 5
herbicide products and equipment, an IVM program can be the
safest, most economical and environmentally sustainable way to
maintain a ROW.
By offering safety, efficiency and environmental sustainability,
as well as an international network of service providers and
specialized subsidiary resources, Asplundh aims to be the
pipeline industry’s contractor of choice!
t On an EQT pipeline right-of-way in Fairmount, West Virginia,
Foreperson Randy Hayes of the Tim Blankenship Region uses an
ATV mounted with tanks as he makes low-volume foliar applications.
With the high levels of pollen in the spring, Randy wears a dust mask
to filter out the allergens. This relatively small-scale method can be
highly effective in controlling undesirable woody plant species.

WALL CALENDAR PHOTOS DUE
JULY 18, 2014

SHOOT OUT DEADLINE OCTOBER 3, 2014
We’re looking for your very best shots of Nature
and Work Related subjects. You may enter in more
than one category, up to 10 photos total combined.
High-resolution digital images (either e-mailed or on disc) are
acceptable, as well as color or black and white prints. No cell
phone photos or negatives, please. If your photo
is selected for the 2015 wall calendar, you will be sent
three complimentary copies. Shoot Out winners receive
a VISA gift card, ranging from $75 for Honorable Mention
to $200 for first place.

Please be sure to include your name, address, phone
number and the categories you wish to enter along with a
brief description of each picture. If you send in prints or a disc,
please package them carefully. Entries will not be returned
unless you specifically request it. Please submit your entries to:
Asplundh Corporate Communications
708 Blair Mill Road
Willow Grove, PA 19090
or e-mail: corpcomm@asplundh.com
Thank you!

