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Amazing Trees We

See
Every
day

Sometimes we take trees for granted as we drive
or walk by them every day. General Foreperson
J.J. Brown in Kentucky has driven by the white
oak pictured above many times over the years, as
he lives only a few miles away. Last September, he
was checking on some of his crews, working along
Nolin RECC lines in Radcliff, Kentucky, when he
noticed what he thought were huge cankers on the trunk of this large white oak in a neighbor’s
yard. Amazed that the tree has lived as long as it has, J.J. snapped a few photos to share with his
fellow TREE magazine readers. Further investigation indicates that these tumor-like growths are
called burls and in general, they do not seem to be especially harmful to trees. A burl does not have
normal growth rings and wood structure, making it a prized resource for wood workers who carve
them into beautiful bowls, vases and sculptures. Of course, there are other diseases that may be
threatening this tree, such as oak wilt (caused by the fungus Ceratocytis fagacearum) or bacterial leaf
scorch, but burls are not life-threatening. If you see an Amazing Tree, take a photo and send it in!

Wall Calendar Photos Due
July 6, 2012

shoot out deadline september 28, 2012
Send us your best shots of Nature
and Work Related subjects. You
may submit up to 10 photos total
and enter in more than one category.
High-resolution digital images (either
e-mailed or on disc) are acceptable,
as well as color or black and white
prints. No cell phone photos or
negatives, please.

If you send in prints or a disc, please
package them carefully. Entries will
not be returned unless you specifically
request it.

Please be sure to include your
name, address, phone number and the
categories you wish to enter along
with a brief description of each picture.

or e-mail: corpcomm@asplundh.com

Submit your entries to:
Asplundh Corporate Communications
708 Blair Mill Road
Willow Grove, PA 19090

Thank you!
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Safety Success
Is No Accident

by Tim Walsh
Director, Safety Operations

HUMAN performance tools to avoid the traps
The following was adapted from UtiliCon Safety Director Jim Walker’s article in the Summer-Autumn 2011 UtiliConnections magazine
and has been revised for our vegetation management employees.

S

o, what is ‘human performance’? Well, basically, it is
how humans do stuff. Sometimes, we do things well
and sometimes, not so much. The technical definition
is: a series of behaviors executed to accomplish specific task
objectives; where behavior is what people do. Personally, I like
the first definition better!
Our goal at Asplundh is to turn our human performance
into SafeProduction! Okay, since behaviors are what we do,
in order to improve our performance, we need to modify our
behaviors. Don’t worry folks, we are not changing the Job
Behavior Observation (JBO) process to do this. What it does
involve is understanding how we can reduce our errors, both
individually and organizationally.
Human error is universal. No one is immune, regardless of
age, experience or educational level. Consequently, errors will
happen. No amount of counseling, training or motivation can
eliminate a human being’s fallibility. No matter what position
you have in the company, it will be helpful to recognize that
error is unintended, predictable and manageable. Therefore,
what we must do is reduce the frequency and severity of errors.
Reducing errors lowers the possibility of having an event.
Okay, hold it! What’s the difference between an error and an
event in this discussion? Errors are mistakes that may have little-to-no
consequences, where events clearly have bad consequences.
An example would be: you want to heat up some soup, so
you open the can, put the soup in the pot, set it on the back
burner of the stove and turn on the burner. You come back
five minutes later and the front burner is red. You made an
error in turning on the wrong burner, but there was no serious
consequence. Take that same scenario, but instead of coming
back to a red burner, you hear your three-year-old screaming.
Your error has now become an event. You made the same
mistake, with horribly different results. Again, if we reduce
errors, we reduce the possibility of events.
As mentioned in an earlier edition of The Asplundh
TREE, there are several Human Performance TRAPS that
cause us to make mistakes or errors. These error traps are
normal reactions to stress and the demands of work tasks that
are often assigned under less than ideal conditions. The ten
most common error traps are:
• Time Pressure

• Overconfidence

• Distractions 		

• Vague or Interpretive Guidance

• Multiple Tasks 		

• First Shift / Last Shift

• Peer Pressure 		

• Change / Off Normal

• Physical Environment 		

• Mental Stress

Fortunately, we humans also have a toolbox with a variety of
TOOLS to avoid the error traps, if we choose to use them:
• Self-Check (Stop-Think-Act-Review or S.T.A.R.)
• Peer Check 			

• Job Briefing

• Questioning Attitude 		

• Place Keeping

• Effective Communication

• Coaching

• Knowledge 			

• Procedures

• Post-job Review
Now that you understand that it is impossible to eliminate
all errors, it is important that you are committed to making
a difference by using error prevention tools on every job to
reduce the frequency and severity of errors.
Over the next several months, you will begin to see traps
and tools highlighted in our safety messages, safety alerts and
other forms of safety communication and training. We will
introduce the tools one at a time to help us combat the traps
we may fall into.
Consistent use of these Human Performance Tools will
decrease our errors and events. We will enjoy a reduction of
injuries and vehicle incidents while increasing our work quality
and SafeProduction. I encourage you to contact your local
region manager, RSS or Corporate Safety to learn more about
Human Performance Traps and Tools.
Have a safe day,

Tim Walsh
timwalsh@asplundh.com
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with new tools and Training

Y

ou may have seen some
changes in the field training
being given by the new Safety
Operations Group. We are actively
promoting the use of newer, more
advanced climbing and rigging systems. In
the past, we tended to train on the basic
“tried and true” methods. Today, with
our laser-beam focus on SafeProduction,
we are looking to maximize the benefits
of safety and efficiency with the following
tools and systems that we are now using,
or developing for use, in our company:

p Shown above is the 5-to-1 mechanical advantage system that is part of the new Rigging Kit.
t Efficient access techniques and tools are being
tested and developed for wider use in the field.

The Rigging Kit
The rigging kit is a system that is
designed to improve safety and efficiency,
and still fit into a convenient carrying case.
The components come in a backpack-style
rope bag for ease of transportation and it
contains the following:
• Throw line, throw bags and container
• Adjustable Whoopie sling and large
Port-A-Wrap
• Dead-eye sling and 2-ton arborist block
• 5-to-1 self-locking mechanical
advantage system
The kit allows for a secure way to pull
trees over by using mechanical advantage,
without the limitations of other systems.
You can raise overhang, lower branches
and logs, and even use the system to
create a static line between branches.

Climbing Systems
Climbing spikes and body thrusting have
their place, but there are other means
of accessing tree crowns which we are
testing. Some of the current systems are
significantly more efficient than what we
have been doing.
In order to be ready for some possible
changes to the ANSI Z133 Standard, we are
investigating an adjustable false crotch system
that will allow a climber to be secured to the
trunk of the tree during removal operations.
The system we are looking at is easy to use
and can even be employed with a traditional,
closed climbing system. It provides a means
for the climber to get safely to the ground,
or be rescued, and maintain two points of
contact when using a chain saw.
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p In Louisiana in March, Lead Vegetation Trainer
Ray Apking demonstrated the new saddle, helmet
and adjustable false crotch equipment.

u New climbing and rigging
gear was part of a session
for employees of the Mick
Kavran Region in Washington
who attended the Avista
Distribution Vegetation
Management Contractor
Training Day in February.

New Saddle And Helmet
The Safety Operations Group has
worked with the manufacturer and a few
pilot regions to find a climbing saddle that
is a little more comfortable and functional,
and still has good colors!

Additionally, we have worked to make
available the climbing helmet that so many
people in our industry prefer—with our
logo and at a reduced price.
Stay tuned for more training to
promote SafeProduction!

safety Training and recognition
u Working for pipeline companies involves a unique set of procedures
and security regulations that make for a safer, more efficient work
environment. To gain a better understanding of pipeline regulations
and procedures, the group at right from the Mel Riley Region in Kansas
participated in an Operators Qualification (OQ) Training in January.
Conducted by AYUDA Assessment, Training, Consulting & OQ, LLC,
this training was designed for a line locating and marker maintenance
endorsement. After the OQ training, Vice President Mel Riley (far L)
joined in a photo with his pipeline employees (L to R) Jerry Slavens,
Dane Brian, Scott Leonard, Randy Martin, Dan Moreno, Dustin
Humpert, Kenneth Reh, Robert Long and Instructor Dean Melton.

t In November 2011, this massive crowd of Asplundh employees (at left)
from the Steve Miller Region and their vehicles (below) gathered at the
Montgomery County Fairgrounds in Gaithersburg, Maryland for an annual
all-hands training session conducted by Potomac Electric Power Co. (PEPCO).
This training featured presentations by both PEPCO and Asplundh personnel,
including discussions of minimum approach distances, proper job briefings,
hardware and voltage identification, and reading circuit maps. Along with
safety topics, proper pruning techniques
were also discussed, which made this annual
contractor training session qualify as part
of PEPCO’s Tree Line USA designation. The
Tree Line USA award is sponsored by the
Arbor Day Foundation.

t On February 25, Salt River Project (SRP) in Arizona
coordinated a full agenda of safety classes for vegetation
management contractor personnel. Asplundh crews from the Will
Willis Region attended the training, and a few actually conducted
some of the sessions. At left, RSS Alex Teran assisted Planner
Greg Kahler with a chain saw safety class.
u Foreperson Matt McClurg and Trimmer Antonio Diaz
(at right) demonstrated proper aerial rescue procedures. As an
incentive to attend the training, SRP served a BBQ after the
classes and raffled off various donated items, including saws from
Asplundh. Thanks to Karen Powell of SRP who provided these
good photos, taken during that exciting day of safety training!

t In February, Supervisor Roy Jones of the Kevin Dove Region proudly presented
special jackets to the crew shown at left, who managed to quickly and safely prune
an oak tree in Beaverton, Oregon that was dangerously overhanging a three-phase
primary line belonging to Portland General Electric (PGE). The only way to safely prune
the oak’s overhanging limbs was to schedule a line interruption. Due to the number of
PGE customers this would affect, the job had to be completed in an extremely efficient
manner. PGE Forester Chad Burns (far L) and General Foreperson Dwayne Pope
(far R) joined in congratulating (L to R) Foreperson Rigo Mendoza, Apprentice Jesse
Renoude and Trimmer Alberto Fuentes for their super SafeProduction efforts.
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Portland General Electric’s Focus
On Continual Service Improvement

O

ne of the largest utilities in the
Pacific Northwest, Portland
General Electric (PGE), serves
over 800,000 customers and covers a
4,000 square mile service territory in
Oregon. Along with the well-populated
urban and suburban areas of Portland,
Salem (the state capital) and 50 other
cities, PGE also serves many customers
in the rural, agricultural and mountainous
terrain of northwestern Oregon.
Asplundh has proudly provided
vegetation management services to PGE
for more than 50 years. In December 2011,
Manager Kevin Dove transferred from his
Midwestern roots to take charge of our
Asplundh operations on the property of
PGE. He has quickly gotten to know a new
utility system, new employees, new climate
and a new part of the country. With the
help of his new supervisor Roy Jones, Kevin
says it has been a great opportunity to
understand and build upon the company’s
cooperative relationship with PGE,
especially when it comes to employee
safety and efficiency initiatives.

In Newberg, Oregon, this 100-ft. oak was
growing too close to a recently upgraded PGE
three-phase line. It was targeted for removal.

Using all of their expertise and equipment, two
crews from the Kevin Dove Region carefully rig,
cut and lower limbs to avoid PGE lines below.

With the road barricaded and flaggers
redirecting traffic, these crews worked quickly
to dismantle the oak so that it could be felled
safely without damage to the lines or the
customer’s property. This removal required a
great deal of coordination and teamwork.

The Newberg oak removal team included (front
row, L to R): General Foreperson Roger Winans,
Trimmer Chad Blackwell, Supervisor Roy Jones,
Apprentice Ty Schmid and Foreperson Kevin
Becker. In the back (L to R) were: Trimmer
Monte Bradley and Foreperson Justin Wright.

The VM Program
Managing vegetation along approximately
2,000 miles of transmission and 9,000
miles of distribution lines is the primary
duty of PGE Vegetation Program
Manager Dave Johnson. He relies upon
Asplundh tree crews to accomplish this
work in a timely fashion while maintaining
PGE’s reputation for reliability and high
customer satisfaction ranking.
“I run a vegetation management
program that focuses on continual
service improvement,” explains Dave.
“And I believe that training is an essential
part of continual improvement. It helps
us develop efficient and safe operations.”
In recent months, Asplundh leadership
has worked closely with PGE to identify
a few challenging or complicated tree
removal or overhang jobs and use them
for real-life, hands-on safety and rigging
training for crews in the area. This
cooperative effort is raising the skill level
of Asplundh’s work force ever higher.
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In March, with the consent
and support of PGE,
Asplundh’s Director of
Safety Operations Tim
Walsh led a special training
session on rigging which
included the installation
of a static line between
trees to provide access to a
major limb overhanging a
single phase back lot line.

Dave said he believes that the PGE
vegetation management program is
“pretty good,” but with both Asplundh
and PGE focusing on continual service
improvement, he says, “I think we can get
it to be great!”

Coming Soon To Portland
On August 12-15, Portland will be the
host city for the 2012 conference and
trade show of the International Society
of Arboriculture. Asplundh’s annual golf
outing to benefit the TREE Fund will be
held at nearby Heron Lakes Golf Club
on August 12, so mark your calendars!
Registration information can be found
at www.asplundh.com. And don’t forget,
Portland will be the start and end point
for the 2012 TREE Fund Tour des Trees.
Support a rider by visiting the Rider
Gallery at www.stihltourdestrees.org.

Despite the cold, wet conditions, the rigging
training proceeded with the installation of a
static line about 75 feet up between two large
Douglas Fir trees. This allowed a trimmer to
suspend from the static line, rig up some pull
lines and safely prune back the overhanging
limbs. The only other alternative would have
been to cut the power to over a hundred PGE
customers for the day.

Working from a static line takes some getting
used to, and the March sleet and rain didn’t
help, but General Foreperson Ron Carpenter
got the hang of it. His already good climbing
skills were advanced even further through this
on-the-job training session coordinated through
Asplundh and PGE. The new Asplundh Rigging
Kit was put to good use in teaching new, safe
ways to approach difficult climbing tasks.

Co-OPCorner
A
lthough parts of Indiana are
flat as a pancake with farm
fields as far as the eye can
see, Southeastern Indiana Rural Electric
Membership Corporation (REMC) serves
a part of the state that has plenty of hills. In
fact, one of the seven counties in its service
territory is called Switzerland County due
to its steep terrain and rocky outcrops!
With an average of only 8.3 members
per line mile, this relatively rural corner
of America is home territory to seven
crews from the Jeff Lynch Region who
take pride in helping to keep the lights
on for more than 26,500 members of
Southeastern Indiana REMC.

Outside the Southeastern Indiana REMC headquarters in Osgood, Indiana, the co-op’s
Right-of-Way Foreman Garry Sapp (far R), Tree Foreman George Boltman (far L) and Asplundh
General Foreperson Frank Gosnell, Sr. (second from L) gathered for a photo with their vegetation
management team led by Forepersons (in white helmets, L to R) Frank Gosnell, Jr., Robert Phillips,
Charlie Steele, Seth Sharp, Kevin Arnett, San Pike and Mark Gay.

Superintendent of Maintenance and
Line Construction Norman Earles and
Right-of-Way Foreman Garry Sapp both
say they hold Asplundh in high regard
mostly due to the reliability and strong
work ethic of General Foreperson Frank
Gosnell, Sr. and his team. Frank, who is
a member of the co-op, started the first
Asplundh crew there 14 years ago and
knows the co-op’s system like the back
of his hand.

crew. Together, they help Southeastern
Indiana REMC maintain over 3,000 miles of
line as they strive to achieve a three-year
vegetation management cycle. To maintain
efficiency, every crew is equipped and
capable of climbing or using the bucket,
depending on the situation.

Today, he oversees six three-person
bucket crews and one Timberjack bucket

For safety and member service reasons,
the co-op subscribes to Asplundh’s AVMS

Live system so they always know where
the Asplundh crews are working on their
system, no matter how remote the line is.
“We’re real pleased with our crews,”
says Garry. “Our program is starting to
reclaim a lot of right-of-way now and our
tree-caused outages are down.”
Keep up the good teamwork!
The Asplundh TREE
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Wild Weather Out West

T

ypical winter weather turned
extreme for Southern
California Edison (SCE) on
November 30, 2011 and then Puget Sound
Energy (PSE) on January 18, 2012. After
both of these storms, power outages
were fairly high due to the densely
populated areas affected. Ongoing bad
weather conditions made restoration
work even more complicated. Once
again, Asplundh crews worked long
hours to safely clear trees from
roadways and power lines. Let’s take a
look at each storm response.
Every November and December, strong
‘Santa Ana’ winds typically blow down
from the mountains toward the coast
of California. Folks in the Los Angeles
area are used to this annual weather
phenomena. However, more than 100 mph
winds blew through the densely populated
San Gabriel Valley region, east of Los
Angeles, on the night of November 30,
causing hundreds of large, well-established
trees to uproot, snap and fall over. In the
aftermath, over 400,000 customers of
SCE were without power and restoration
work was hampered by ongoing winds.

u During unusually powerful ‘Santa Ana’ winds
on November 30, 2011, this huge uprooted
Deodar Cedar tore down Southern California
Edison (SCE) transmission and distribution lines
along a street in San Gabriel. With the help
of SCE crews, two Dave Stall Region lift crews
were able to safely remove the toppled tree.

t An Aleppo Pine, next to a home built high atop
a canyon, broke off at the stump, bringing down
an SCE power pole and falling over a swimming
pool. The steep terrain made it tricky for the three
Asplundh crews to safely rig and remove this tree
so SCE linemen could restore power.

u To expedite the response to the wind
storm, SCE and Asplundh operated 24 hours a
day out of this mobile command center at the
Santa Anita Race Track. Another staging and
dispatching center was set up in Monrovia.

t Thankfully, all of the storm response work
for SCE was completed without crew injuries or
circuit interruptions. Good communications, such
as this reusable job briefing notice posted on an
SCE line truck, helped customers and Asplundh
crews understand the work being done at each
location and the associated hazards.

Asplundh crews from the Dave Stall
Region, numbering from 50 to 70 each
day, started their storm response work
on December 1 and wrapped up the final
circuit patrols just before Christmas.
Asplundh Account Manager Bill Ross
reported that almost 1,300 work
locations in a 50-square-mile area were
continued on page 10
u During and after the January 18 winter storm
hit western Washington state, Asplundh crews
encountered heavy ice built up on trees, as well
as snow on the many conifers in the region. Both
types of precipitation brought trees in contact
with Puget Sound Energy (PSE) lines and knocked
out power to over 400,000 customers.

p As a testament to all the storm work in
the Mick Kavran Region this winter, General
Foreperson Jon-Paul Paulsen sent in this photo
of a trampoline blown into NorthWestern
Energy power lines by 60 mph wind gusts near
Helena, Montana.
6
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t The restoration process for PSE and Asplundh
was hampered by the freezing rain and wind that
followed the January 18 snow storm. Additional
Asplundh crews came in from Oregon, British
Columbia (Canada), Montana and parts of
Washington that were less affected by the storm
to help tackle the clean up and restoration.

Merit

A

Awards

splundh is proud to recognize
ten employees whose
observant, selfless, skillful
and brave actions recently earned them
Silver Merit Award pins.

First Aid To Injured Child
On the afternoon of June 22, 2011,
Forepersons Leroy McGhee, Jr. and
Kevin Lewis, and Trimmer John Skinner
of the Steve Bostock Region were
working for Alabama Power Co. in
Grand Bay, Alabama when they heard
screams coming from a yard nearby.
Leroy was the first to come upon the
scene of three children who had been
struck by a storm-damaged limb that
finally fell out of the tree. Two of them
were just shaken up, but the third child,
a four-year-old little girl named Kaci, had
obvious head injuries.
Leroy was soon joined by his
co-workers, as well as the children’s
babysitter and a couple of adults from
the neighborhood. One of the adults
called 911 while Leroy wrapped a towel
around Kaci’s head to reduce the
bleeding. The little girl was feeling very
warm, due to the injury and the hot
weather, so the crew got a second towel,
wet it and placed it on her chest to help
keep her cool until the EMS arrived,
about 20 minutes later.
Kaci sustained a fractured skull,
lacerations to the head and two
fractured vertebrae. After being in a
medically-induced coma for several days,
she began to heal and was eventually
sent home to rest. The long-term effects
are still up in the air, but the family was
extremely appreciative of the crew’s
quick actions. We are, too! Great job!

CPR Works!
On August 31, 2011, Foreperson
Wally Wright from the Ralph Guadagno
Region was driving back to the job site
with Groundperson Jason Jonitis (now
working in the Gary Shelto Region)
after dumping a load of chips. They had
been removing trees from National Grid

Supervisor Don Hogan (far R)
and General Foreperson
Timmy Hayman (far L) of
the Steve Bostock Region in
Alabama presented Silver
Merit Awards to (L to R)
Foreperson Kevin Lewis,
Trimmer John Skinner and
Foreperson Leroy McGhee.
They were recognized for their
efforts to provide proper first aid to a four-year-old girl in a nearby yard who had been struck by a
storm-damaged limb that finally fell from the tree.

Silver Merit Award winner
Groundperson Jason Jonitis
(second from R) was honored
for his calm, quick actions that
saved the life of Foreperson
Wally Wright (center) who
suffered a heart attack as he
was driving the truck to a job
site last August. Vice President
Ralph Guadagno (second from L)
presented the special pin and thanked Jason for his heroic efforts and CPR skills. General Foreperson
Keith Martz (far L) and National Grid Arborist Jan Ramsey (far R) also offered their congratulations.

Vice President Barry Suddreth (R) presented a
Silver Merit Award pin to General Foreperson
Gene Parker (L) for his persistence in
persuading a private tree worker in New Bern, North Carolina to come down off an aluminum
ladder that was dangerously close to a live open-wire secondary line. This was during storm work for
Progress Energy in early September. Duke Energy, the utility for which Gene normally works, also
presented him with a special Commitment to Safety Award (shown above).

lines in Pelham, New Hampshire in the
aftermath of Hurricane Irene.
Suddenly, Wally began experiencing
chest pains, got dizzy and passed out!
Jason, who had only been with the
company for about three weeks, was able
to remain calm and take control of the

bucket truck. He steered the truck off
to the side of the road and applied the
emergency brake to bring it to a stop.
After calling 911, Jason pulled Wally out
of the truck and performed CPR on him
until the ambulance arrived. The EMTs
used a defibrillator to restart Wally’s
heart and took him to the hospital where
The Asplundh TREE
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a pacemaker was implanted. He was
released 10 days later and is currently on
a leave of absence.

At a holiday luncheon in
December, a Silver Merit Award
was presented to Work Planner
Matt Robles (center) by Sponsor /
Senior Vice President Gregg
Asplundh (R). On the left is Ed Ehler,
Vice President of Distribution
Operations for AEP / Indiana
Michigan Power, who also honored
Matt for his actions which
prevented a man from touching a
limb that was laying across a live
single-phase primary.

The EMTs on the scene commented
that if Jason had not called 911 and
administered CPR, Wally would not
have survived. His calm, quick and skilled
actions clearly saved a fellow employee’s
life and Wally is eternally grateful.
Congratulations, Jason, and thank you!

Injury Prevention
A few days later, on September 2,
2011, General Foreperson Gene Parker
from the Barry Suddreth Region was
working in New Bern, North Carolina
on storm duty for Progress Energy.
After getting his crews started, he drove
through the neighborhood to see what
additional work would be needed. Gene
immediately stopped when he witnessed
a worker from a private tree company
standing on top of an aluminum ladder,
only inches from a hot, open-wire
secondary. He had one leg wrapped
around a limb and was getting ready to
start his chain saw. There was no safety
strap or rope in sight.
Gene asked the man to come down
from the ladder, explaining the imminent
danger and telling him that Asplundh’s
crews nearby would be able to remove
the damaged limbs safely. The man
resisted coming down, saying he knew
what he was doing. Fortunately, Gene
persisted and finally convinced him to let
Asplundh top the tree below the wires
so he could do the rest.
Both Progress Energy and Duke
Energy, the utility he normally works
for, honored Gene for his actions
which prevented a potentially fatal
electrocution. We also think he well
deserves a Silver Merit Award for
taking decisive action and persisting in
preventing an injury or fatality!

Another Near Miss
A similar close call occurred on the
afternoon of November 15, 2011 in
Fort Wayne, Indiana. Work Planner
Matt Robles of the Wesley Washington
Region was doing routine planning
work along an AEP / Indiana Michigan
Power circuit when he heard a chain
saw running. From the corner of his eye,
8
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Sponsor / Senior Vice
President Steven Asplundh
(far R) joined with We
Energies and Asplundh
management to present
Silver Merit Awards to
two crews from the Joe
Schneider Region in
Wisconsin for jumping
into an icy-cold,
water-filled ditch to rescue
a young woman whose car
skidded off the road and
flipped upside down into the ditch. Pictured above (L to R) are: We Energies Regional Forester Larry
Axlen, Foreperson Todd Lyles, Trimmer Jason Anderson, We Energies Senior Engineer
Chad Hadley, Foreperson Chris Goral, Trimmer Jon Bax, Supervisor Jesse Long,
General Foreperson David Bohman and Vice President Joe Schneider.

he saw the tips of a tree fall across the
single-phase primary he was working by,
but the line didn’t drop or cut out.
A young man was standing on the roof
of a nearby house with a chain saw, so
Matt yelled to let him know that he had
hit a power line. The man acknowledged
it, but started to move toward the limb
lying across the primary. Matt called out
a warning, but the man said he only had
a couple more cuts to make and then
he could pull it off. Matt yelled for a
third time, telling the man that the limb
was lying on a bare wire and that if he
touched it, he could die. Finally, the man
stopped and came down off the roof
as Matt called AEP to request a service
truck to get the limb off the line safely.
By the time the servicer arrived at the
property, the limb was smoking from
both ends!
Fortunately for this young man, Matt
was there. Without hesitation, he used

his training and experience to probably
save the man’s life. As noted in an e-mail
from AEP / Indiana Michigan Power
Forestry Supervisor Scott Bennett, “It
underscores the professionalism and
benefit that our cadre of work planners
offer.” We agree. Well done, Matt!

Rescue From Overturned Car
It was a cold, slippery morning on
January 17, 2012 in Big Bend, Wisconsin
when two Joe Schneider Region crews
heard a car lose control and saw it flip
over, landing in a ditch. Immediately,
Forepersons Chris Goral and Todd Lyles,
along with Trimmers Jason Anderson and
Jon Bax, ran across the highway to see
if they could help. The ditch was full of
water and the car was filling up fast. All
four men waded into the water, and with

continued on page 17

ManagementUpdate
nEWmANAGERS

Keith Confere, former acting regional

Adam Larson, former supervisor
in Iowa, was promoted to manager in
Iowa, Nebraska and parts of Wisconsin
and Illinois as of December 1, 2011.
The Larson Region is sponsored by Vice
President Doug Gober.

manager, was promoted to manager of
Asplundh vegetation operations in parts of
Ohio and West Virginia as of April 1. The
Confere Region is sponsored by Senior
Vice President Gregg Asplundh.

Keith joined Asplundh as a foreperson in
his home state of Ohio in 1993 with seven
years of prior line clearance experience. The
following year, he was promoted to general
foreperson and in 2003, he advanced to supervisor under Vice President
Dave Sachs, who recently retired. Keith is now responsible for overseeing
Asplundh crews on the property of AEP Ohio, including Wheeling Power
in West Virginia, and various municipal and cooperative utilities in Ohio.
Asplundh has recognized him for outstanding performance in safety and
storm response. An ISA Certified Arborist, Keith serves on the board of
the West Virginia Vegetation Management Association.

Tim Jessup, former supervisor in
Florida, advanced to manager of Asplundh
vegetation operations in the Eastern and
Western Areas of Florida Power & Light
Company (FPL) as of January 1. Senior
Vice President Matt Asplundh sponsors the
Jessup Region.
Originally from New York, Tim moved to
Florida in 1990 and started with Asplundh
there in 1994 as a general foreperson. He
came aboard with three years of prior line clearance experience and
six years in the U.S. Army, performing telecommunications work. In
1998, he advanced to supervisor for Asplundh crews working in the
Western Area of FPL. Now, as a manager, he oversees distribution
tree crews in both the Eastern and Western Areas of FPL. Over the
years, Tim has been recognized by the company for outstanding
performance in storm response, safety and fuel efficiency.

Born in Nebraska, Adam grew up in
Minnesota and joined an Asplundh tree
crew there in 1994. He advanced to general
foreperson in 2002 and four years later, he
took an opportunity to return to Nebraska as a supervisor in the Kevin
Dove Region. In 2009, Adam was transferred to Iowa and then, late last
year, when Kevin was given a new management assignment in Oregon,
Adam was promoted to manager. He now oversees Asplundh vegetation
operations for several investor-owned, cooperative, municipal and public
power district utilities. An ISA Certified Arborist, Adam has also received
corporate recognition for outstanding leadership and safety performance.

Wesley Washington, former

supervisor, advanced to manager of
Asplundh vegetation operations in parts of
Indiana and Michigan as of April 1. Senior
Vice President Gregg Asplundh sponsors
the Washington Region.

Wesley started out on an Asplundh tree
crew in his home state of West Virginia in
1983. Five years later, he left to work for other
line clearance contractors in New York and
Ohio. In 2000, Wesley returned to Asplundh as a general foreperson
in central Ohio and two years later, he advanced to supervisor. As a
new manager, he is responsible for overseeing tree, spray and mowing
crews on the property of AEP / Indiana Michigan Power and the City of
Fort Wayne, Indiana. Wesley has been recognized by the company for
excellent safety performance. An ISA Certified Arborist, he is a member
of the UAA and the Society of Municipal Arborists.

NEWSUPERVISORsINTHEFIELD
Rob Carney joined our Asplundh Brush Control Co. (ABC) subsidiary in June 2010 and became a supervisor/
project manager under Vice President Bob Ray two months later. We are pleased to formally introduce him, despite the
unintentional delay! The Ray Region of ABC is sponsored by Vice President Larry Moore.
With 28 years of experience in line construction, maintenance and management for utilities in Florida, the Pacific
Northwest and California, Rob came aboard in 2010 to serve as ABC’s project manager on the Maine Power Reliability
Project. This has meant overseeing the clearing and reclamation of Central Maine Power rights-of-way, as well as
handling a range of environmental, surveying and public relations tasks. Rob’s home base is in Florida, but he has
traveled extensively for his career and lives wherever he is needed for extended periods.
The Asplundh TREE
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NEWSUPERVISORsINTHEFIELD
Brian Hinds, former general foreperson
in western Massachusetts, was promoted to
supervisor there under Manager Dan Duncan
in January. Senior Vice President Gregg
Asplundh sponsors the Duncan Region.
Brian joined an Asplundh crew in 1982
in Connecticut, but returned to his home
state of Massachusetts the following year
as a foreperson. In 1998, he advanced
to permissions specialist and two years
later, he was promoted to general foreperson. Brian’s supervisory
responsibilities include overseeing Asplundh distribution crews working
on the properties of various investor-owned and municipal utilities in
Massachusetts and Rhode Island. A 2005 graduate of ASTP, he also
attended the General Foreperson Professional Development Program
in 2008. Brian holds a supervisory spray license for Massachusetts.

Roy Jones, former regional safety

supervisor (RSS) in Oregon, advanced to
supervisor there under Manager Kevin Dove
as of January 1. Senior Vice President Chris
Asplundh, Jr. sponsors the Dove Region.

With 14 years of prior line clearance
and training experience in the Pacific
Northwest, Roy came to work for Asplundh
as a corporate safety training supervisor in
2007. He also had nine years of experience
in the logging industry and served four years in the U.S. Army. In 2009,
Roy became an RSS in Washington State and the following year, he
transferred back to his home state of Oregon. Now, as a supervisor,
he is responsible for overseeing Asplundh distribution and transmission
crews working on the property of Portland General Electric in Oregon.
Roy is an ISA Certified Arborist/Utility Specialist and a TCIA Certified
Tree Care Safety Professional.

Kevin Kasal, former general

foreperson in Iowa, was promoted to
supervisor there under Manager Adam
Larson in January. The Larson Region is
sponsored by Vice President Doug Gober.

With six years of prior line clearance
experience, Kevin joined the company
in his home state of Iowa as a general
foreperson in 2009. He had also served
four years on active duty in the U.S.
Marine Corps and eight years in the Army National Guard. Kevin’s
supervisory duties include overseeing Asplundh tree, spray and
mowing crews working on the property of MidAmerican Energy in
parts of Iowa and Illinois. A 2010 graduate of ASTP, he also holds
an associate’s degree in auto mechanics. Kevin is an ISA Certified
Arborist/Utility Specialist and licensed pesticide applicator in Iowa.
He is a member of the ISA.
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Sean MacPhee, former general

foreperson in Vermont, advanced to
supervisor there under Vice President
Ralph Guadagno in February. The
Guadagno Region in New England is
sponsored by Vice President Larry Moore.

A 20-year Asplundh veteran, Sean came
to work for Asplundh in New Hampshire
in 1991, fresh out of high school. He
transferred to Vermont in 1993 as a
foreperson and was promoted to general foreperson in 1999. As
a new supervisor, he is responsible for overseeing Asplundh crews
working on the properties of various investor-owned, cooperative and
municipal utilities in Vermont and parts of Massachusetts and New
Hampshire. A March 2002 graduate of ASTP, Sean is a Vermont
licensed herbicide applicator and is a member of the ISA.

Bill Stanley, Jr., former general

foreperson in New York, was promoted to
supervisor there under Vice President Mike
Zehler in February. The Zehler Region is
sponsored by Vice President Larry Moore.

A native of New York, Bill joined an
Asplundh crew there in 1990. Six years
later, he became a foreperson and
in 2005 he was promoted to general
foreperson. In his position as a supervisor,
Bill is responsible for overseeing Asplundh tree crews working on
the properties of several investor-owned, municipal and cooperative
utilities in central and upstate New York. An April 2011 graduate of
the General Foreperson Training Program (GFTP), Bill also holds an
associate’s degree in plastics technology from Morrisville State College.
He is a licensed herbicide applicator in the state of New York.

WILD WEATHER OUT WEST continued from page 6
dispatched during this time, with some jobs requiring several
days and multiple crews. Thanks to the great work ethic of
the crews, general forepersons and RSSs, all of this work was
accomplished without crew injuries or circuit interruptions.
Further up the West Coast in Washington state, a strong winter
storm on January 18 brought snow, then ice and wind to Seattle
and the surrounding counties served by PSE. Trees and limbs
sagged or snapped due to the weight of the precipitation and the
wind, causing over 425,000 outages for PSE.
Fortunately, the Mick Kavran Region rallied a force of 98 tree
crews, including almost 20 extra crews from its operations
in Montana and other parts of Washington, 20 lift crews
from the Kevin Dove Region in Oregon and five lift crews
from the Remo Maddalozzo Region in British Columbia,
Canada. Ongoing wind, rain and fog slowed PSE and Asplundh
restoration efforts, but all the extra crews were released to go
home by January 28.

Orchids

Letters and telephone calls were received complimenting the following forepersons and their
crews working on the property of the utility or organization listed below the employees’ names.
This listing covers all Orchids that were received in the Corporate Communications Department
between November 15, 2011 and March 23, 2012. For their outstanding job performance or
special volunteer efforts, we say ...
Thank you and congratulations!

ALABAMA
Superintendent Jimmy
Rumker and Crews,
Alabama Power Co.

alberta
General Foreperson Jeff
Deuschle, Foreperson Cory
Krall and Groundperson
Trent Stefanovich,
FortisAlberta

arkansas
General Foreperson Jimmy
McFarland, Foreperson
Tony Hinson and
Trimmers Welzie Bryant
and David Summerall,
North Arkansas Electric Co-op.
General Foreperson
William Tidmore, Crew
Leader Jason Bo Villines
and Crew,
Entergy

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Dustin Frame, for kindly
finding the owner of a vehicle
that had parked in a work zone
before calling a tow truck to
remove the vehicle,
BC Hydro

CALIFORNIA
Utility Tree Service
Forepersons Aaron Reyna
and Donny Wilkins,

Trimmer Eric Lauer and
Apprentice Kevin Kaundart,
Pacific Gas & Electric

COLORADO
Micah King
and Groundperson
Waylon Cross,
Delta Montrose Electric Assn.
General Foreperson Chad
Rucker, Foreperson Alex
Arevalo and Trimmer
Joel Monroy,
United Power
General Foreperson Chad
Rucker, Foreperson David
Pena and Crew,
Loveland Power & Light

CONNECTICUT
Notification Person Tim
Rolland, for installing a new
rope on the Town of Stafford’s
downtown flagpole,
Connecticut Power & Light
General Foreperson
Margaret Samela and
Forepersons Jose Gerena
and Dave Zamora,
Private Work
General Foreperson
Margaret Samela,
Foreperson Matt Wicklund,
Trimmer Josh Wilson,
Permissions Person Chris
Cassidy and Groundperson

Eric Greenham,
Private Work
General Foreperson Pete
Wicklund, Foreperson
Carroll Spaulding, Jr.
and Notification Person
Ricardo Cruz,
Connecticut Power & Light

DELAWARE
General Foreperson Gary
Brittingham, Forepersons
Alvin Bales and Travis
Handy, Journeymen
Advonte Hill and Mark
Tinley, and Groundperson
Kenneth Hennessey,
Delaware Electric Cooperative

FLORIDA
General Foreperson
Dan Cannon, Foreperson
Mike McGurer and
Apprentices Leslie Grooms
and Zac Stackhouse,
Florida Power & Light
Manager Tim Jessup,
General Foreperson
Steve Iachetta, Work
Planner Greg Pearson and
Crews, for their quality line
clearing work and excellent
communication with home
owners on Siesta Key,
Florida Power & Light
General Foreperson Floyd
Marlow, Forepersons

Michael Noble and Dondra
Owens, and Crews,
City of Tallahassee

illinois
Jack Cagle and John
Hodgden, and Trimmers
Donny Harvey and
Joey Lamendola,
MidAmerican Energy
Work Planner Mike Nichol,
Crew Leader Dave Bertino
and Trimmer Jose Flores,
ComEd

indiana
Angel Burgara and Marty
Miller, and Crews,
Hendricks Power Cooperative
General Foreperson
Kenneth Lewis and Crews,
Hendricks Power Cooperative
General Foreperson Jim
Teague, Foreperson Chuck
Jenkins and Crews,
AEP/Indiana Michigan Power

IOWA
Jose Baeza and David
Salmejia, Jr., and Crews,
Alliant Energy
Work Planner Rob Benda,
Foreperson Troy Phillips
and Trimmer Ryan Beals,
MidAmerican Energy

From an e-mail to District Area Manager David Fulford of the Will
Willis Region in Colorado regarding General Foreperson Chad
Rucker, Foreperson David Pena and crew:

From an e-mail to Delaware Electric Cooperative concerning the
work of General Foreperson Gary Brittingham’s crews in the
Steve Miller Region:

“... One of your crews was working next to the alleyway and
had part of the sidewalk coned off. One of the crew members
was very vigilant of the situation and made sure traffic was
clear before allowing me to proceed past. He had to ask me to
walk outside the cones. ... Just wanted to let you know they are
practicing the safety rules they are taught.”
Cindy Scymanski, CPPB, City of Loveland

“I’m impressed! The crew you hired to remove trees overgrowing
your transmission wires showed up the other day and held a brief
conference devoted to [the] methods required to remove a seventy
five foot loblolly pine. ... They proceeded without my expertise ...
took the tree down and left it neatly stacked for final disposal.
The crew you employed was professional, efficient and pleasant.”
The Householder at Pole #37259
The Asplundh TREE
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Orchids – November 15, 2011 through March 23, 2012
Work Planner Rob
Benda, Foreperson Kelly
Thompson and Crew,
MidAmerican Energy
Dana Blatchford, Trimmer
Jeremiah Collins and
Permissions Person
Jason Waugh,
MidAmerican Energy
Dana Blatchford and
Permissions Person
Jason Waugh,
MidAmerican Energy
General Foreperson Jason
Davis, Foreperson Adam
Heath and Trimmers
Nick Russell and
Mark Thompson,
MidAmerican Energy
General Foreperson
Jason Davis, Forepersons
Justin Olson and William
Thompson, Trimmers Kevin
Counter, Blake Meister,
Larry Peterson and Kelly
Upton, and Apprentice
Colten Kelshiemer,
MidAmerican Energy
General Foreperson Mick
Linxwiler, Forepersons
James Blake and Chad
Hollingshead, and
Trimmers Rick Bates and
Scott Smith,
MidAmerican Energy
General Foreperson Mick
Linxwiler, Foreperson
Andre White and
Trimmers Shawn
Blanchard, Guillermo
Flores and Nick Gilchrist,
MidAmerican Energy

General Foreperson Mitch
Salek, Forepersons Jason
Ahlf and Troy Rentfrow,
and Crews,
MidAmerican Energy

KANSAS
General Foreperson Herb
Babb, Forepersons Luis
Garcia and Kevin Hayward,
and Crews,
Westar Energy
General Foreperson Kyle
Baur, Foreperson Ray
Arneson and Groundperson
Mark Perisho,
Kansas City BPU
General Foreperson Kyle
Baur, Foreperson Joe Flynn
and Crew,
Kansas City BPU

MAINE
General Forepersons
Shawn Clapperton and
Larry Hanna, and Crews,
Central Maine Power

MARYLAND
Journeyman Homero
Castro and Groundperson
Migel Carcamo,
Howard Co. Bureau of Highways
General Foreperson Edgar
Coreas and Crews,
Potomac Electric Power Co.
Manager Darhl Trail,
General Foreperson Adrian
De La Rosa, and Crews
FirstEnergy/Potomac Edison

MASSACHUSETTS

Clint Merritt and Trimmer
Matt Busho,
Connexus Energy
Brian Nalewaja and
Trimmer Clint Leger,
Xcel Energy
General Foreperson Bob
Turner, Foreperson Nick
Steckelberg and Trimmers
Dave Heiser and Jose Lopez,
Xcel Energy

MISSOURI
General Foreperson Randy
McClure, Foreperson Ed
Bohannan and Crew,
Kansas City Power & Light
General Foreperson Jim
Pecoraro, Forepersons
Alex Ashby, Mike Evans,
Travis King, Dave President,
Israel Slaughter and James
Stufflebean and Crews,
Cuivre River Electric
Cooperative

General Foreperson Kyle
Baur, Foreperson Andre
Tinoco, Trimmer Mark
Frazier and Groundperson
Justin Loomis,
Kansas City BPU

Doug Budreau and Eric
Steins, and Groundpersons
Jeremiah Masso and Cody
Mizula, for achieiving a perfect
safety rating for the worksites
they manage for their customer,
Westfield Gas & Electric

General Foreperson John
Lehmann, Foreperson
Darryl Couser and Crews,
Westar Energy

Jim Gude, Equipment
Operator Adam Phelps and
Groundperson David Sapp,
National Grid

Trimmers Julio Carmona,
Joe Perkumas and
Jon Simpson,
Omaha Public Power District

minnesota

Andy Nelson and Crew,
Omaha Public Power District

Jesus Munoz and Chris Rice,
Kaw Valley Electric

KENTUCKY
Timmy Howell and Mark
Williams, Trimmer Andrew
Thacker, Journeyman
Travis Bailey and
Groundpersons Zach Akers
and Michael Tackett,
AEP / Kentucky Power

Gene Becker and Trimmer
Chris Snyder,
Xcel Energy
Travis Lascewski and Dan
Pete, and Trimmers Kevin
Jendro, Matt Jensen and
Innocente Martinez,
Xcel Energy

NEBRASKA

Lonnie Pedde and Bruce
Rempe, and Crews,
Omaha Public Power District
Work Planner Steve
Sweeney, for his great
customer service skills,
Omaha Public Power District

From a letter sent to the Home Office in Willow Grove,
Pennsylvania regarding Ralph Guadagno Region crews in
under
Maine
General
under
General
Foreperson
Foreperson
ShawnShawn
Clapperton
Clapperton
and Larry
andHanna:
Larry Hanna:

From an e-mail to the Home Office in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania
about the work of Foreperson Nick Steckelberg and crew from
the Keith Erickson Region in Minnesota:

“... Late 2011 brought both a hurricane and a freak snow storm
to Georgetown, yet no
downed
downed
power
power
lineslines
were
were
experienced.
experienced.
TheThe
Department feels this is a testimony to Asplundh’s and Central
Maine Power’s work here over the past year, and we express our
appreciation for a job very well done.”
J.R. Steuernagle, Secretary, Georgetown Volunteer Fire Dept.

“... They were professional and did a great job of cutting, trimming
and cleaning up when they were done. I didn’t have any coffee or
hot chocolate in the house to offer them, but did have homemade
Christmas cookies to share. I was happy to offer them a little
treat for a job well done! I hope your company realizes that these
three are a great team.”
Jill Denbrook
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Orchids – November 15, 2011 through March 23, 2012
NEW HAMPSHIRE

NORTH CAROLINA

Steve Deveney and
Groundperson Jim Richards,
National Grid

Chris Ammons, Trimmers
Allen Carter, Keith Ward
and Ray Ward, and
Groundpersons Justin
Carter and Marcus Harvey,
Progress Energy

Dave Jaqueson and
Trimmer Brian Hughes, for
using their lunch break to rescue
a cat that had been stuck in a
tree for eight days,
Public Service Co. of NH
General Foreperson Peter
Powers, Foreperson Matt
Eastwood, Trimmer John
Ebinger and Permissions
Person Oliva Thayer,
Unitil

NEW JERSEY
Work Planner Bill Costello
and Crew,
Public Service Electric & Gas Co.

NEW MEXICO
Permissions Person Leon
Sproles, for being aware of his
surroundings and noticing an
unauthorized entry at a substation
and the theft of grounding copper
from a transformer,
Xcel Energy

NEW YORK
Simon Chavers and
Trimmer Josh Murphy, for
coming to the aid of a woman
who lost control of her car and
crashed into a utility pole,
National Grid
Asplundh Brush Control
Foreperson Jan McIntosh
and Trimmers Ben Hanno
and Glen Laclair,
National Grid

General Foreperson
Josh Emory and Crew,
for professional work and
for repairing a homeowners
association’s sign, even though the
crew didn’t cause the damage,
Duke Energy
Supervisor Ken Melton,
General Foreperson Terry
McDaniel, Forepersons
Phillip Brackett, Aaron
Harper, Elmer Reyes and
Lindell Speller, Trimmers
Cory Carrington and
Steve Melton, and
Groundpersons Steven
Inscore and Ronnie Parrish,
Progress Energy
Toby Singleton and James
Williams, Trimmers
Ricky Burgess and
Joshua Chastain, and
Groundpersons Bobby
Seitler and Allen Trantham,
Progress Energy
General Foreperson Donnie
Shockley and Crews,
EnergyUnited
General Foreperson Donnie
Shockley, Foreperson
Sonny Wilmouth and
Trimmer Nathan Royal,
EnergyUnited

OHIO
Supervisor Kevin Booher,
General Foreperson Steve
Perdue, Foreperson Steve
Perdue, Jr. and Crews, for
participating in the Children’s
Home of Cincinnati Upper
School’s Career Development
program in October 2011,
Cinergy
General Foreperson Dave
Campfield, Foreperson
Chris Huhn and Trimmer
Josh Cooper,
AEP Ohio
Supervisor Kevin Gibson,
General Foreperson
Matt Knisley, Forepersons
Jerry Cyrus and Jim McCoy,
and Crews,
AEP Ohio

Foreperson Dave Mullins,
Jr., Forepersons Mike
Lawhun and Jason Sanders,
and Trimmer David Mullins,
AEP Ohio

OKLAHOMA
Asplundh Brush Control
Vice President Rod
Cornett, General
Forepersons Lionel Roy and
Louis Veilleux, Forepersons
Carl Hollenback and Jason
Lukefahr and Crews,
Great Southwestern Construction
Permissions Person
Fred Moore,
AEP/PSO

OREGON

Trimmer Chance Nickles,
for helping to rescue a man from
a burning car in Licking County,
AEP Ohio

General Foreperson
Zachary Bertalot,
Foreperson Daniel
Miramon and Trimmer
Rick Crane, Jr.,
Portland General Electric

Greg Parkinson, for stopping
to offer assistance to a woman
who was just involved in a
vehicular incident,
AEP Ohio

General Foreperson
Dwayne Pope, Foreperson
Adrian Gutierrez and
Trimmer Moises Bocardo,
Portland General Electric

Supervisor Dan Stubbs,
General Foreperson Jim
Jenkins, Forepersons Doug
Duff, William McGuire,
Ernie Watson and Charles
Webster, Trimmer James
Barringer and Apprentices
Jason Diefendorf and
Steve Goodman,
AEP Ohio

Utility Tree Service
Foreperson Kyle Seits and
Trimmers Rick Jans and
Luke Whiteman,
Consumers Power, Inc.

Supervisor Doug
Thompson, General

PENNSYLVANIA
General Foreperson
Bob Collier, Forepersons
Antonio Medrano and Mic
Thompson, and Trimmers

From an e-mail to the Home Office in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania
regarding Work Planner Bill Costello and crews from the Ryan
Swier Region, working on Public Service Electric & Gas Company
(PSE&G) property in New Jersey:

From an e-mail to Portland General Electric concerning the
work of General Foreperson Dwayne Pope, Foreperson Adrian
Gutierrez and Trimmer Moises Bocardo from the Kevin Dove
Region in Oregon:

“Thanks for a great job! Your crew just came by and trimmed
my tree back from PSE&G’s power lines. I was worried that they
would leave my tree looking like it had been amputated. Instead,
the cuts were skillfully made; my tree looks great!”
Dave Middlebrook

“... As far as the work that was done at my place, they left nothing
to complain about. They ... even cut away a few suckers that I
asked [them] to do, wrapped up and cleaned up the job in a
timely manner. So, in short: nice job done by these two!”
E. Joel VandeStreek
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Orchids – November 15, 2011 through March 23, 2012
Bryan Boardman and
Frank Laureano,
PPL Electric Utilities
Chuck Loesch and Crew,
PennDOT
General Foreperson David
Sliwinski and Trimmers
Byron Nethery and Rich
Reed, for helping an elderly
woman change her flat tire,
PECO
Supervisor Jude Solis, for
quickly and caringly resolving a
homeowner’s issue,
PECO

SOUTH CAROLINA
Ernest Johnson and
Trimmers Charles Hardin
and William Sweat,
Pee Dee Electric Cooperative

TENNESSEE
Blume Tree Services
Foreperson Kareem
Anderson and Journeyman
Thomas Sheffa,
Memphis Light, Gas & Water

TEXAS
Dante Hernandez and Crew,
CPS Energy
Bernardo Nino, Climber
Sesar Aguilar
and Groundperson
Benino Rodriguez,
CPS Energy

VIRGINIA
John Blanks and Trimmers
Paul Hodnett and
Timothy Mays,
AEP/Appalachian Power Co.

Melvin Cave, Garland
Good, Johnny Lang and
Steve Miranda, Journeymen
Chris Ambrose and
Lorenzo Contreras, and
Groundpersons Ed Zellman,
Sr. and Ed Zellman, Jr.,
Shenandoah Valley Electric Coop.
General Foreperson
Samuel Jackson,
Forepersons Levi King and
David Nelson, Journeymen
Danny Dennis, Steven
Grose and James Sowers,
and Apprentice John Riggs,
AEP/Appalachian Power Co.
Daniel Sexton and Crew,
AEP/Appalachian Power Co.

WASHINGTON
Charlie Matthew and Crew,
Avista Corp.
General Foreperson Keven
Moore and Crews,
Puget Sound Energy
Rick Parker
and Groundperson
Daniel Heyting,
Lewis County PUD

WEST VIRGINIA
Allen Daniels and
Brandon Williams,
Trimmer Dale Meadows
and Apprentices Troy Addis
and James Williams,
AEP / Appalachian Power Co.

Storm work
August 2011 – Hurricane Irene

Groundperson Guy
Dobson, for his hard work and

professionalism during the storm
restoration in Connecticut,
Northeast Utilities (CT)
Roy Dowling and Crew, for
the courtesy and respect they
showed to residents in the
Pittsfield area everytime they
returned for storm duty,
Western MA Electric Co.
Vice President Doug
Smith, General Foreperson
Ricky White, Forepersons
Brian Beck and Charles
Cummings, Trimmers
William Locklear and Chad
Stickler, and Groundperson
James Jacobs, for their quick
and tireless storm restoration
response after Hurricane Irene
knocked out power to almost
the entire city of Kinston,
Kinston Public Services (NC)
October & November – Snow

General Foreperson Chad
Rucker, Forepersons Dave
Ausra, James Benton,
Shawn Rivera, A.J. Ruybal,
Pablo Valdez and Greg
Vallejo, Trimmers Rhame
Adee, Corey Gaus and
Henry Lobos, Journeymen
Alec Cliff, Mike Dutil and
Mike Powell, Permissions
Person Robert Alexander
and Groundpersons Josh
Gulledge, Matt Kershaw
and Dillion Lund, for their
dedication and hard work during
the November snow emergency,
City of Loveland (CO)
General Foreperson Shane
Vosberg and Crews, for their

knowledge, professionalism and
willingness to do whatever it
took to help the snow storm
restoration efforts,
Xcel Energy (CO)
General Foreperson
Margaret Samela,
Forepersons Tony
Rodriguez and Patrick
Starrs, and Groundpersons
Rubin Jones and Mark
Sprague, for their prompt
response to the Winter Storm
Alfred (Snowtober) event in the
Wallingford area,
Wallingford Public Utilities (CT)
General Foreperson Chris
Newport, Foreperson
Paul Oliphant and
Groundperson Matt Wisner
(KS), for their contributions
and professionalism during the
Snowtober restoration,
Northeast Utilities (CT)
Asplundh Brush Control
Foreperson Eric Henderson
and Trimmers Duane
Gordon and Mike Plante
(NY), for the great work and
consideration they showed
homeowners during the
Snowtober restoration,
National Grid (MA)
February 2012 – Snow Storm

General Foreperson Robert
McCoy, Foreperson Delfino
Martinez and Trimmers
Adan Jimenez and Gerardo
Lopez, for their quick work and
cooperation to help the storm
restoration efforts in Eagle,
Omaha Public Power District (NE)

From a letter to Pee Dee Electric Cooperative in Darlington, South
Carolina regarding Foreperson Ernest Johnson and crew from the
Barry Smith
Doug
Suddreth
Region:
Region:

From a letter General Foreperson Chris Newport of the Mel Riley
Region in Kansas concerning the Snowtober restoration work his
crews performed for Northeast Utilities System in Connecticut:

“... Thank you very much for responding to my request to remove
a pine tree that had recently died and was a danger to the power
lines feeding electricity to my mother’s house. ... The gentlemen
that came to evaluate and then take down the limbs and tree
were considerate, professional and very safety conscious. They
were ‘good people’ and they did a great job.”
Ernest Gandy

“... I had the privilege of working with [Foreperson] Paul Oliphant
and [Groundperson] Matt Wisner. ... They remained professional
with a healthy focus on safety and the task at hand. You are
fortunate to have these guys working for you. I appreciate your
company having sent them and am thankful for all the contributions
that they made to help restore power to our customers.”
David Coleman, Supervisor, Survey Engineering
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Service
Anniversaries
50years

45years

Richard DeJesu
Work Planner
New York

40years

Bob Jernigan
RSS
Ohio

Frank Hollomon
Supervisor
Virginia

Tom Leverentz
Vice President
Texas

35years

Chuck Combs
Corp. Safety Advisor
Safety Operations
Kentucky

Dave Ramsden
Transportation
Fleet Services
Willow Grove

January – June
1962, 1967, 1972, 1977, 1982, 1987 and 1992

Chris Fassos
Work Planner
Ohio

Steve Bostock
Vice President
Alabama

Mike Gordon
Manager
Asplundh Brush Control
Michigan

Rick “Chain Saw”
Hildebrandt
General Supervisor
Texas

Dale Hovey
Foreperson
New Hampshire

Gail Jacquinto
Executive Assistant
Executive Area
Willow Grove

Gary Lee
General Foreperson
Florida

Randy Lother
General Foreperson
Minnesota

Steve Miller
Vice President
Delaware

Jim Orr
Vice President
Technical Services

Les Parsons
Branch Manager
Ohio

Randy Picker
General Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Robert Reyer
Foreperson
Mississippi

David Savage
Foreperson
Ohio

Norman Savage
Foreperson
Ohio

Gary Shelto
Vice President
New Hampshire

Ralph Zehring
General Foreperson
Tennessee

Wayne Hanley
Infrared Technician
Utility Pole Technologies
North Carolina

Jeffrey Cool
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Charles Spells
Foreperson
Florida

Terrance Swanson
Foreperson
Pennsylvania
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35years
Don Glass
General Foreperson
Alabama

Andy Hutsler
Journeyman
Pennsylvania

Randy Kriebel
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Perfecto Rios
Foreperson
Texas

Jimmy Rumker
Superintendent
Alabama

Scott Skalicky
Foreperson
Minnesota

Jimmy Neal
Trimmer
West Virginia

30years
Johnie Allen, Jr.
Foreperson
Delaware

Douglas Allisot
Foreperson
Maine

John Christopher
General Foreperson
Maine

Jeff Clapperton
General Foreperson
Maine

Robert Ebben
Foreperson
Wisconsin

David Hamilton
General Foreperson
Florida

Leonard Harrison
Foreperson
Indiana

Brian Hinds
Supervisor
Massachusetts

Frederick Lemkau, Jr.
Foreperson
Minnesota

James Leverett
General Foreperson
Georgia

Lance Mathews
General Foreperson
Alabama

Steve Montgomery
Foreperson
California

Johnny Patterson
Permissions Person
Alabama

Willie Richards
Supervisor
Hawaii

James Roberts
Foreperson
California

Ronnie Robinson
Journeyman
Virginia

Darrel Rowley
Permissions Person
West Virginia

Mark Schroeder
District Area Manager
Utility Pole Technologies
Wisconsin

Michael Seward
RSS
Rhode Island

Daniel Stahl
Supervisor
Pennsylvania

Dave Stall
Vice President
California

Shawn Turnan
Supervisor
Musgrove Construction
Florida

25years
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Robert Berken
Foreperson
Wisconsin

David Bohman
General Foreperson
Wisconsin

Beth Burns
Group Leader
Input Billing
Willow Grove

Rodney Carter
Foreperson
Virginia

Malcolm Castleberry
General Foreperson
Alabama

Thomas Clary
Foreperson
North Carolina

Patricia Coulter
General Foreperson
New Jersey

Mark Decker
Foreperson
Missouri

Thomas Dyke
General Foreperson
Ohio

Sammy D. Fuller
Equipment Operator
Alabama

Sammy L. Fuller
Foreperson
Alabama

David Gamboa
Journeyman
California

Allen Gilbert
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Ramon Guadian
Foreperson
Texas

Francis Harter
Foreperson
Ohio

Scott Heiner
Trimmer
Washington

Eugene Herrick
Groundperson
Maine

Scott Hess
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Gary Holmes
Foreperson
West Virginia

Michael Hoover
Permissions Person
Ohio

Johnny Hunt, Jr.
General Foreperson
North Carolina

Thomas Kneebone
Trimmer
Michigan

James Kulp
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Sue Lawfer
Receptionist
Switchboard
Willow Grove

Raymond Madden
Foreperson
Oklahoma

Dennis Mauk
Supervisor
Kentucky

Charles Mays, Jr.
Foreperson
Ohio

Jay Nelson
Foreperson
Wisconsin

Bill Petersen
Call Center Manager
Asplundh One Call
Connecticut

Ronald Robinson
Foreperson
North Carolina

Michael Rogers
Foreperson
Kentucky

Mario Saenz
Foreperson
Texas

Randy Schmitt
Foreperson
Wisconsin

James Smith
General Foreperson
Utility Pole Technologies
Maine

Ricky Smithson
Supervisor
Utility Lines Construction Services
Maryland

Dennis Stapola
VP / Director
Risk Management
Willow Grove

Barry Suddreth
Vice President
North Carolina

David Tuttle
General Foreperson
Ohio
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Glen Adams
Foreperson
Asplundh Brush Control
Missouri

Scott Alexander
General Foreperson
North Carolina

Debra Arrao
Accounting Clerk
Overheads/Fixed Assets
Willow Grove

Chris Asplundh, Jr.
Sponsor / Sr. Vice President
Willow Grove

Louis Blair
Permissions Person
Oklahoma

Billy Blanton
Foreperson
Kentucky

James Boswell
General Foreperson
Alabama

Daniel Brogan
General Foreperson
Asplundh Construction Corp.
New York

Charlie Bryant
Foreperson
North Carolina

Juan Cantu
General Foreperson
Texas

Donnie Carter
Foreperson
Alabama

Santos Chavarria, III
Foreperson
Texas

Lindsey Colegrove
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Earl Cornett
Journeyman
Kentucky

Dale Cox
Foreperson
Mississippi

Timothy Deese
Foreperson
Utility Lines Construction Services
North Carolina

Tommy Deese
Trimmer
North Carolina

Brian Duranceau
Foreperson
Wisconsin

Paul Egan
Foreperson
Tennessee

Frank Ehrenfeld, Jr.
General Foreperson
Asplundh Construction Corp.
New York

Dean Englehart
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Kathy Fox
Technician
Customer & Field Liaison
Willow Grove

Timothy Frank
Supervisor
Illinois

Terry Gantt
Foreperson
North Carolina

Gonzalo Gonzalez
General Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Tim Guetzke
General Foreperson
Wisconsin

Antonio Hernandez
Foreperson
California

Dewey Hughes
Journeyman
Pennsylvania

Steven Jones
Foreperson
American Lighting & Signalization
Florida

Shawn Keane
General Foreperson
Asplundh Construction Corp.
New York

Robert King
Foreperson
South Carolina

Wayne Laflesh
Foreperson
Asplundh Brush Control Co.
New York

Richard Lantz
Journeyman
Pennsylvania

Victor Leyva
Foreperson
Texas

Miguel Lopez
General Foreperson
Texas

Scott Matula
Foreperson
Wisconsin

Robert McLendon
Foreperson
Mississippi

William Morris
General Foreperson
Ohio

James Nickleson
Foreperson
West Virginia

Paul Parrish, Jr.
Foreperson
Ohio

Donald Sansom
Foreperson
Alabama

Tommie Satterfield
General Foreperson
Oklahoma

Ann Smith
Secretary
Asplundh Brush Control Co.
Indiana

Shawn Stahl
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

Steven Stroik
Foreperson
Wisconsin

Victor Swann
Foreperson
North Carolina

Ryan Swier
Manager
Pennsylvania

Patricio Urena
Foreperson
California

Victor Vargas
General Foreperson
California

Ricky Vonbergen
Foreperson
Pennsylvania

William Webster, IV
Work Planner
Pennsylvania

Douglas White
Permissions Person
California

Raymond Whitney
Permissions Person
New Hampshire

Phil Whittington
Foreperson
Georgia

Michael Williams
General Foreperson
Missouri

meritawards

continued from page 8

the help of another passerby, they flipped the car onto its side
and got the female driver out.
Chris and Todd tried to comfort the young mother, who
had dropped off her child at day care only moments before
the incident. Fortunately, she only had minor injuries, but she
was extremely shaken by the thought of possibly drowning.
She asked the crews to contact her mother, Jill Zaruba, who
happens to be an employee of We Energies, the utility for
which the crews were working.

In an e-mail from Regional Forester Larry Axlen to Jill and
others at We Energies soon after the incident, he wrote,
“They might have saved her life because the car was filling up
with water and she was stuck upside down.” Jill replied, “I
appreciate this. She is on the way to the hospital now and if
not for the crews, I think Larry is right.” Right or wrong, we
appreciate the actions of Chris, Todd, Jason and Jon, too!
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Crews
& News

TrainingTimes

p October 2011 GFTP—Field Personnel Manager Joe Lee held a
General Foreperson Training Program (GFTP) on October 3-7 at the Home
Office in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. The attendees were (front row, L to R):
Robert Simmons, Jr., Louisiana; James Baxter, Maryland; Ken Kruk, West
Virginia; and Enrique Valencia, California. In the middle row were (L to R):
Casey Mitchell, Massachusetts; Ron Lacy, Ohio; Richard Rowland, Georgia;
and Pete Kelly, Oklahoma. In the back row were (L to R): Alberto Ocampo,
Illinois; Jody Terwilliger, Pennsylvania; and Thomas Barneski, Florida. Sadly,
Ron Lacy passed away on February 1. We here at Asplundh extend our
sincere condolences to his family and friends.

p Confere Region Goes To Herbicide School—On March 6, the
Keith Confere Region in Ohio held an herbicide applicator training day in
Columbus, Ohio for Asplundh work planners and herbicide applicators, and
foresters from American Electric Power (AEP) Ohio. The participants listened
to various industry experts including Arborchem Vegetation Management
Specialist Dave Krause (shown above), Asplundh, Dow Agro Sciences, DuPont
and the Ohio Department of Agriculture.

p October MLA—On October 25-28, the Management Leadership
Academy (MLA) was held in Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania. Led by
Field Personnel Manager Joe Lee, with assistance from Chuck Hitzemann
and Denny Leach of Positive Growth International, the attendees were
(L to R): Andrew Anthony, Louisiana; Don Hogan, Alabama; Pat Pinelli,
Pennsylvania; Craig Faulk, Georgia; Marc Salvatore, California; Clyde Davis,
Michigan; John Terault, Massachusetts; Brian Richter, Wisconsin; and
Wesley Washington, Indiana.

p March GFTP—On March 4-9, another session of the General
Foreperson Training Program (GFTP) was led by Field Personnel Manager
Joe Lee. Held at the Home Office in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania, the
attendees were (front row, L to R): Jamie Jenkins, Virginia; Kiel McWilliams,
Louisiana; Sabino Darienzo, Pennsylvania; Daniel Middleton, Mississippi;
Bob Strickland, Ohio; Steve Martin, Kentucky; and Randy Lehmann, South
Dakota. In the back row were (L to R): Grant Sietinsons, New Jersey; Jon
Dersham, Arkansas; Daniel Valdivia, Illinois; Tim Blankenship, West Virginia;
Kelly Graham, Wisconsin; Damon Richard, Oklahoma; and Billy Rumburg,
West Virginia.
t February 2012 GFTP—The first General Foreperson Training Program
of 2012 was held on February 6-10 at the Home Office in Willow Grove,
Pennsylvania. Hosted by Joe Lee, Field Personnel Manager, the graduates
were (back row, L to R): J.R. Alcala, Florida; Joe Miller, Maryland; Gonzalo
Gonzalez, Pennsylvania; Dan Moreno, Kansas; Eric Toner, Florida; Gabe
Jones, Iowa; and J.J. Brown, Kentucky. Seated in the front row were (L to R):
Anthony Gutierrez, California; Rick McKinney, New Jersey; Mike Towle,
New Hampshire; Devon Wilson, Arkansas; Robert Oen, Florida; and Oscar
Buchanan, Pennsylvania.
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30-YearWatches
u Asplundh One
Call, Inc. IT Manager
Mark Stokes (L)
was presented with
a specially-engraved
watch and a handshake
of appreciation by
Sponsor / Vice President
Brent Asplundh (R)
in recognition of 30
years of dedicated
service. Mark joined the
Asplundh One-Call
Division in Willow Grove,
Pennsylvania in December 1981 as a programmer. Three years later, he was
promoted to senior programmer and in 1989 he was named project manager.
In 1995, Mark advanced to his current position of manager of information
systems, overseeing software development and the testing, set-up and
maintenance of computers systems for One Call’s operations in seven states.
t General Foreperson
Bobby Parker (R)
was presented with a
specially-engraved watch
by Operations Manager
Rickey Bailey (L) at the
Bostock Region’s Annual
General Forepersons’
Meeting in January.
Bobby joined Asplundh
in December 1981 as
a climber on Alabama
Power Co. (APCo.) in the
Mobile area with four
years of prior experience with Farrens Tree Surgeons. He was promoted
within six months to foreperson of a crew in the Montgomery area, then
achieved general foreperson in 1984, moving back to oversee crews in Mobile
where he has worked almost his entire career. Bobby certainly has tree
trimming in his blood and was recognized by APCo. in 2004 as a top general
foreperson for his efforts during the Hurricane Ivan storm restoration.
u Trimmer James
Strausser (center)
received a handshake
of appreciation from
Supervisor Pat Pinelli (R)
and General Foreperson
David Irwin (L) along
with a speciallyengraved watch to mark
his 30th anniversary with
Asplundh. He joined
the company in January
1982 as a groundperson
on a manual crew on PPL Electric Utilities property in Hazleton, Pennsylvania.
Aside from some manual pipeline clearing work for Sunoco and Colonial
Pipeline, James has worked his entire career on PPL Electric Utilities property.
He was promoted to climber in 1985, continuing to work on manual and
bucket crews in Lancaster, Harrisburg and the Lehigh Valley. James is known
as a hard worker and has been recognized for his safe work performance.

t Also recognized
during the Bostock
Region’s Annual
General Forepersons’
Meeting in January was
General Foreperson
Lance Mathews (R).
Operations Manager
Rickey Bailey (L) had the
privilege of presenting him
with a specially-engraved
watch to commemorate
his 30 years of loyal
service. Lance’s Asplundh
career began in January 1982 when he accepted a position as a groundperson
in Alabama Power Co.’s (APCo.) Birmingham East area. His hard work was
recognized and he was promoted several times, most recently in 2000 to
general foreperson. Lance also oversees outsourcing and storm crews, which
has taken him up and down the East Coast and as far west as Texas. He’s
also an ISA Certified Arborist and certified First Aid/CPR instructor.
u RSS Mike Seward
(L) was presented with a
specially-engraved watch
by Vice President Ralph
Guadagno (R) for 30
years of service just before
the two went out to
lunch to celebrate. Mike’s
Asplundh career began
in March 1982 when he
joined the Asplundh Pole
Treating Division (now
Utility Pole Technologies,
Inc.) as a groundperson on PECO property in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
area. He worked from Maine to Florida, moving up the ranks, when, in 1998,
Mike transferred to the tree expert side in Rhode Island as a groundperson.
He advanced on the properties of Massachusetts Electric (now National
Grid) and Boston Electric (now NSTAR) to his current position of RSS, where
he uses his expertise to keep crews in the Guadagno Region working safely.
t Operations Manager
Rickey Bailey (R) had the
pleasure of presenting
a specially-engraved
watch to Coordinator
Johnny Patterson
(L). Compliance Officer
Jacob Taylor and several
supervisors also joined
in the celebration
and treated Johnny
to dinner. Johnny was
originally hired in October 1981 as a groundperson on a temporary crew on
Alabama Power Co. (APCo.) property in Birmingham. He was laid off a few
months later, but he was hired back permanently in March 1982. Johnny
was promoted to foreperson in 1991 and has been a coordinator for 11
years, working primarily on APCo. and Huntsville Utilities properties. Johnny
has worked in 15 different states on storm duty and bid work, and is an ISA
Certified Arborist and certified First Aid/CPR instructor.
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HOMEOFFICEHONORS

AWARDS&REWARDS

Employee Of The Year

DAVE RIGGS

Senior Contract and Risk Specialist
Dave Riggs (R) of the Risk
Management Department was
named the 2011 Employee of the
Year during the annual Holiday
Assembly at the Home Office in
Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. His
efforts above and beyond to excel
in his daily work earned him a
specially-engraved plaque, bouquet
of flowers, Asplundh fleece jacket
and a cool $1,000 cash prize.
Dave joined Asplundh’s Risk
Management Department in
April 2001 as an insurance qualification specialist to ensure our Field
Operations have the proper insurance and bonding to be compliant with
customer contracts and state laws. His attention to detail led Dave to
begin reviewing all contracts submitted to the Bid Committee or directly
by our Field Operations to reduce corporate exposure. In addition to
his normal responsibilities, he now reads about 150 contracts a month.
Despite tight deadlines and short lead time, Dave happily scrutinizes
every word and provides quick and valuable feedback to the Field even
during off hours and on weekends.
Vice President / Director of Risk Management Dennis Stapola read from
Dave’s nomination during the Assembly, praising him for his initiative,
creativity and work performance excellence. “The field has a great
respect for Dave and the advice and support that he provides.”

Congratulations, Dave!

p Puckett Region Employee Wins Perfect Attendance Award—
Journeyman Eugene Thompson (center) was recognized by FirstEnergy/Mon
Power Forester Todd Rovello (R) for perfect attendance in 2011. Eugene was
presented with a special plaque and was treated to breakfast to celebrate his
achievement. Also on hand to congratulate Eugene was General Foreperson
Ralph Hitt (L). Both Eugene and Ralph work in the Dave Puckett Region of
West Virginia in FirstEnergy/Mon Power’s White Hall service area.

ISaCertifications

Congratulations to the following Asplundh employees who studied hard
to earn their ISA certifications:

ISA Certified Arborist®

Tom Allen
Rob Benda
Mike Coers
Aaron Holloway

Peter Mallon
Waylon Roberts
William Carl Smith
Robbie Wells

ISA Certified Arborist Utility Specialist™
Dave Rodman

ONTHEjoB

p Home Office Employees of the Month—Four Home Office
employees were recently awarded the Employee of the Month Award for
outstanding performance and service to the field. The winners were (seated,
L to R): Christine Bauer of Risk Management, who was announced as the
December 2011 winner at the Holiday Assembly; and Christine Mayer
of Customer & Field Liaison, who became the first Employee of the Month
of 2012 in January. Standing in the back row are (L to R): Jane Burns of
Customer & Field Liaison, who received the award in February; and Barb
Ganderton of Customer & Field Liaison, who was honored in March.
Congratulations to all the winners!
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p Teamwork Triumphs Over Tough Job—Crews from the Adam
Larson Region recently helped MidAmerican Energy reclaim an overgrown
three-phase tap in Port Byron, Illinois. General Foreperson/Safety Supervisor
Dan Roberson took this interesting shot of (L to R) Trimmer Cody Bateman
and Forepersons David Winters, Nic Stanton and Curt Hall as they worked
together to rig, prune and lower enormous oak tree limbs that were
overhanging the lines. The work was safely completed in about four hours
without any incidents or property damage, which is a testament to the
professionalism, skill and teamwork of this group. Nicely done!

CommunitySERVICE

p BSA Continues To Count On Asplundh—The Mick Kavran Region
in Washington has been a longtime supporter of the Boy Scouts of America’s
(BSA) annual Christmas tree pick-up in Seattle. Pictured (L to R) are Foreperson
Jeff Petroski, Trimmer Zoltan Dornay, Flagger Terry Kannor, General Foreperson
Mike Harrington and Foreperson Vince Galera who volunteered to assist with
the 2011 collection and chipping project. The tradition continued this year,
with Forepersons Steve Thompson and Dave Watt and Groundperson Leroy
Davis also giving up their Saturday off to help Troop 572 with the project. The
donations the troop receives for collecting and chipping trees help the scouts pay
for summer camp where they learn a majority of their scouting skills.

p Nova Scotia Crews’ Generosity Spreads Holiday Cheer—On
November 25, 2011, Asplundh Canada ULC Vice President Steve Christiansen
hosted a get-together for the Nova Scotia crews in his region. He kindly asked
the attendees to make a donation to purchase toys for the less fortunate.
The generosity of his crews didn’t disappoint, and with the money raised,
Steve was able to purchase the treasure trove of toys shown above. The toys
were given to the Salvation Army, which distributed them to children in need
just in time to make their holidays a little more cheerful.

Sportsmen’sCorner
t Foreperson Larry
Crozier bagged this
impressive 12-pt. buck with
a compound bow on
November 20, 2011. When
not stalking game, Larry
can be found working on
Westar Energy property in
the Wichita, Kansas area
of the Mel Riley Region.

p A Quarter Century Of Support In Oregon—Also no strangers to
the volunteer spirit, crews of the Kevin Dove Region in Oregon have supported
the Christmas tree chipping events of two local Girl Scouts of America (GSA)
troops for a whopping 25 years. Much like the Boy Scouts in Washington,
GSA Troops 40259 and 41259 of Beaverton, Oregon use donations from a
two-day Christmas tree and greenery chipping event to help pay for their
programs. The Asplundh volunteers in the reflective vests were (L to R)
Foreperson John Perrini, Apprentice Mitch Lewis and General Foreperson
Dwayne Pope who received enthusiastic thanks and boxes of delicious Girl
Scout cookies for their continued support. Over the course of two days, more
than 650 trees and greenery pieces were chipped and recycled.

u Riese Davis (center),
the 15-year-old son of
Foreperson Rob Davis,
harvested his first deer,
an 8-pt. 203-lb. buck.
Also along for the trip
was General Foreperson
Bob Boivin (R) and
Mike Small (L), who is a
family friend and former
Asplundh foreperson.
Rob and Bob work in the
Ralph Guadagno Region
on Central Maine Power
property in the
Brunswick district.
t Teaming Up To Make The Holidays Brighter—When Mountain
Parks Electric (MPE) asked for help lighting up Granby, Colorado’s town
Christmas tree, Asplundh was more than glad to help. Foreperson Jeff King
(R) of the Will Willis Region volunteered his time to assist Jason McKibben
(L) of MPE string over 1,000 feet of lights on the 50' Colorado Blue Spruce
selected for the town’s holiday celebrations.
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FamilyAlbum

p John and Kelly Varillo are proud to
introduce you to their happy little guy, John
Ronald. Johnny was born on July 30, 2011,
weighing 6 lbs., 5 oz. He’s the first child for
the couple, who both work at the Home
Office in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. Dad
John is a regional administrator in Customer
& Field Liaison, and Kelly works in Information
Technology as a telecom analyst.

p Bobby Carpenter celebrated his first
birthday on October 24 with a trip to the
pumpkin patch at Linvilla Orchards in Media,
Pennsylvania with his grandfather, Alvin Bales.
Alvin has several grandchildren, but Bobby is one
of only two grandsons. Alvin is a foreperson in
the Steve Miller Region, working on Delaware
Electric Cooperative property in the Sussex
County area.

p Cool fella Kyle Richard was born on
November 28 to delighted parents Holly and
John Widener. He was 19.5'' long at birth and
weighed 6 lbs., 7 oz. Dad John was at one time
a foreperson for Asplundh in Maryland. Mom
Holly is currently a senior general foreperson in
the Steve Miller Region in Maryland, overseeing
crews on PEPCO property.

p Sweet Jalissa became the latest addition to
the Bennett family on January 23, weighing 7 lbs.,
8 oz. at birth. Parents Clarissa and Jermaine
are very proud of their new little girl, but big
sister Jocelyn looks like she’s positively over the
moon with her little sis. Jermaine is a general
foreperson in the Tim Jessup Region, overseeing
crews on Florida Power & Light property.

p Michael Carroll, Jr. also recently
celebrated his big “0-1” on February 1, 2012.
He’s the son of Stefanie and Mike Carroll,
Sr., who not only gave Michael a toy chain saw
for his first birthday, but they also taught him
a “Safety First” lesson by giving him protective
eyewear. Mike Sr. is a foreperson on AEP /
Indiana Michigan Power property in the
Wes Washington Region.

p Two-year-old Andrew Mills is getting an
early start in arboriculture. He wanted to help
his father, Shane, cut down a tree, so he got
his toy chain saw. With a helping hand from his
dad, he got in the tree and started “pruning.”
Shane works in the Keith Confere Region as
a foreperson on AEP Ohio property in the
Columbus area.

u Diana Martin was named the Northeastern Pennsylvania Horseman’s Association
(NPHA) 2011 Senior Western Rider Champion. She and her Quarter Horse, Henry, competed
in about 15 shows from May through October where they were judged on form, showmanship
and horsemanship as they demonstrated gaits in the ring and responded to obstacles along a
trail course. When not winning competitions, Diana is a work planner in the northeast region
of PPL Electric Utilities property in the Larry Gauger Region of Pennsylvania.
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Protecting birds And Fighting Fire

On Austin Energy Rows

I

n February, Austin Energy foresters
and Asplundh crews from the Allen
LeBlanc Region worked with Travis
County, Texas biologists to enhance
nesting habitat for protected birds while
maintaining a transmission line right-of-way.
This was a somewhat more ‘uplifting’
project compared to the devastation our
crews witnessed last fall, cleaning up after a
drought and wildfire struck parts of Austin
Energy rights-of-way!
The utility’s scheduled right-of-way
maintenance plan this winter provided
a great opportunity to also improve the
habitat for the endangered black-capped
vireo. This bird prefers dense shrub land
habitat with low-growing deciduous
vegetation that provides cover all the way
to the ground level. About one mile of
Austin Energy’s 138kV transmission and
adjacent 69kV lines cross the Travis County
Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP)
where this habitat is being preserved.
Selectively clearing dense juniper growth
while retaining the understory of preferred
vegetation helped to reduce long-term
vegetation management costs for the
utility, as well as develop favorable breeding
habitat for the black-capped vireo.
For this project, Asplundh crews under
Superintendent Jayson Skidmore and
General Foreperson Marvin Alexander
removed selected junipers manually and
with a Kershaw mulching machine. Tallgrowing trees beneath the transmission
lines were pruned to the prescribed
clearance distances and they left smaller
trees and shrubs like Shin Oak, Texas
Persimmon, Yaupon Holly, Sumac, Carolina
Buckthorn and Agarita. It was important to
complete the work before March 1, which
is when the nesting season typically begins.
The Asplundh crews actually finished a
couple of days early.
“This has been an excellent cooperative
effort with the Travis County biologists,”
said Utility Forester Carl Schattenberg. “It’s
a good feeling when we’re helping preserve
and enhance an endangered species’ habitat
while we’re maintaining our right-of-way—
it’s a win-win for all.”

t Approximately one mile of Austin Energy’s
138kV and adjacent 69kV transmission lines
cross the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP)
in Travis County, Texas. Asplundh crews from the
Allen LeBlanc Region in February selectively
pruned and mowed to promote low-growing shrubs
that provide ideal habitat for the endangered
black-capped vireo. Utility Forester Carl
Schattenberg worked closely with Travis County
biologists to adjust the utility’s overall vegetation
management plan to help improve the nesting
habitat for this special songbird on its right-of-way.

u In the BCP area, Asplundh Pre-Planner
Duane Walsh used various colored ribbons to
mark the trees and shrubs that should be pruned,
removed or left alone in order to create desirable
nesting habitat for the black-capped vireo.

t A Kershaw mulching machine, operated by
General Foreperson Adrian Mata, paused for a
photo just before engaging the mowing head and
grinding up a juniper marked for removal in the
BCP area.

u On an Austin Energy transmission line in
September 2011, after a fire swept through parts
of the drought-stricken area, crews from the Allen
LeBlanc Region worked along the right-of-way to
remove selected danger timber.

t Utility Forester Carl Schattenberg sent in this
photo taken during a break from the fire response
as some of the crews under Superintendent
Jayson Skidmore and General Foreperson
Marvin Alexander worked in the smoke and
dust to remove danger trees from the edges of the
transmission right-of-way. In an e-mail he wrote,
“The Asplundh crews that we had working there in
the Bastrop burn area were phenomenal.”
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Clearing The Way For

FortisAlberta

T

he spectacular Canadian
Rockies tower over the plains
of the central and eastern
portions of the province of Alberta. For
a week this past fall, in Banff National
Park, Asplundh Canada ULC crews from
the John Moir Region got a taste of how
challenging the terrain can get in the
mountainous western side of the province.
It was also a challenge for FortisAlberta
who had to coordinate with Parks Canada
and other local stakeholders to ensure
safety, environmental care and public
access during this brush clearing project.
It’s all part of a long-term plan to convert
and bury almost 5,000 feet of overhead
line that feeds the Banff Gondola up
Sulphur Mountain, a popular attraction.

In mid-October 2011, when the visitors
and snow were at a minimum, Asplundh
crews under General Foreperson Jeff
Deuschle spent the better part of five
days felling trees and clearing brush from
a 30-foot wide right-of-way under an
existing 4160V spaced aerial cable (SPAC).
It is this SPAC line that FortisAlberta will
be converting to a 25kV underground line
this upcoming fall. Although the line to be
replaced is not all that long, it goes straight
up Sulphur Mountain. The steep terrain
meant our crews often had to tie-in and
almost repel down to the trees to be cut!
Due to vehicle restrictions in the park,
a heavy-lift helicopter was employed
to move equipment up and down the
mountain. It was also used to safely haul
the felled trees and brush off of the
right-of-way to a staging area. Our crews
cut the logs and chipped all the brush.
Forestry Field Representative Steve
Haourt of FortisAlberta went up and
down Sulphur Mountain many times last
fall as he coordinated the brushing project
with Parks Canada, Banff Gondola and
the nearby hotels. After completing it,
Steve commented, “Although challenging,
the job went awesome. Parks [Canada]
was really happy with how it happened,
when it happened and they especially
appreciated our cooperation.”
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t With a large lodge in the sunlit area down
below, you can get a sense of the steep terrain
that our Asplundh Canada ULC crews encountered
as they worked up Sulphur Mountain in Banff
National Park for FortisAlberta. The brushing
work was in preparation for a future conversion
and burial of the overhead power line that feeds
the park’s gondola, a popular tourist attraction.
To safely access some of the steepest inclines,
workers often used their ropes and harnesses to
basically repel to each tree that needed to be cut.

u The crews had to strategically fell trees so
that they could be safely cabled and hauled
away by a heavy-lift helicopter. FortisAlberta
coordinated the work with Parks Canada
personnel to ensure the safety of hikers and
other visitors on the mountain.

t Over a two-day period, the felled trees were
hauled off of Sulphur Mountain by the helicopter
to a staging area. As you can see here, Asplundh
crews chipped the brush and cut the logs into
fireplace lengths. Making good use of the crews’
trucks, the firewood was then delivered to local
campgrounds for the park’s visitors to use in the
following season.

u With the heavy-lift
helicopter and crew in the
background, FortisAlberta
Forestry Field Representative
Steve Haourt (far R)
posed with some of the
Asplundh Canada team
and ArborMetrics Solutions
Consentor Cyndie Jerred
(second from R). The entire
team consisted of General
Foreperson Jeff Deuschle,
Forepersons Chad Kelly, Cory Krall and Ryan Tatoosh, and Groundpersons Skyler Deuschle,
Mark Greene, James Greenlee, Justin Kent, Matt McLean, James McMartin, Brandon
Nymark, Zach Scaife, Dirk Selstead and Trent Stefanovich. The skill and efficiency of the
FortisAlberta and Asplundh team left a good impression with the Parks Canada personnel.

Retirees
honored
Lando Adkins

Foreperson, West Virginia
First employed October 1993
(Plus one year with Wilson
Tree Company)
Retired January 2012

Johnny Amburgey

Foreperson, Virginia
First employed February 2001
Retired October 2011

Richard ‘Rock’ Brown

Blume Tree Services, Inc.
Supervisor, Tennessee
First employed October 1993
Retired January 2012

Mark Carney

Foreperson, West Virginia
First employed March 1987
Retired December 2011

Kenneth Chamberlain

Foreperson, Tennessee
First employed October 1977
Retired December 2011

Congratulations and best wishes for a happy and healthy
retirement to all the Asplundh retirees listed here!

Charles Hall, Sr.

Foreperson, Pennsylvania
First employed June 2003
Retired March 2012

Henry Johnson

Blume Tree Services, Inc.
Foreperson, Tennessee
First employed October 1993
Retired May 2011

Karl Kipple

Ronald Oldham

Foreperson, North Carolina
First employed January 1995
Retired January 2012

Virgil Richardson

General Foreperson, Texas
First employed February 1976
Retired February 2012

Roger Smart

First employed February 2000
Retired December 2011

Danny Styers

Foreperson, North Carolina
First employed March 1992
Retired February 2012

Raymond Suggs

Foreperson, North Carolina
First employed October 2003
Retired December 2011

Permissions Person, Ohio
First employed November 1992
Carol West
Retired December 2011
A/P Specialist, Willow Grove
First employed October 1995
George Smith
Retired February 2012
Jesse Nesbitt
Permissions Person, Ohio
General Foreperson, Ohio
First employed April 2002
Robert White
First employed November 2001 Retired January 2012
Journeyman, West Virginia
Retired January 2012
First employed January 1991
Gary Spargur
Billy Oldham
General Foreperson, Pennsylvania Retired January 2012
Trimmer, North Carolina
First employed February 2001
Robert Wynn
First employed November 2008 Retired January 2012
Trimmer, Washington
Retired January 2012
First employed February 1973
David Stoner
Retired January 2012
Foreperson, Maryland
Trimmer, New York
First employed June 1997
Retired March 2012

SpecialretirementHon0rs
Vice President Dave Sachs (L) received a specially-engraved watch and a hearty handshake of appreciation
from Senior Vice President Gregg Asplundh (R) in honor of his 30 years of outstanding service to the company
before he retired on January 3, 2012.
Dave joined an Asplundh crew in southern Ohio in December 1981. Within four years, he had advanced to
general foreperson and in 1987, he was promoted to corporate safety supervisor. Two years later, Dave
transferred to the Houston, Texas area to take a position as a supervisor. In 1995, he was promoted to
manager in western Pennsylvania and parts of Ohio. Dave was elected vice president four years later and
managed Asplundh operations that spanned parts of Ohio, West Virginia, Indiana and Michigan. AEP Ohio
and AEP / Indiana Michigan Power were his largest customers, but he also maintained many contracts
with various municipal and rural electric cooperative accounts. Asplundh recognized Dave several times for
outstanding storm response and controlling costs. Dave, his wife, Debra, and their family can now relax a little
after such a busy, successful career. Best wishes for plenty of health and happiness!

On March 22, Customer / Field Liaison Technician Sue Smith (standing, second from R) was
the guest of honor at a retirement luncheon held in the Willow Grove cafeteria. Many of her
co-workers in the Home Office, where she worked for the better part of 20 years, attempted
to match her cooking and baking expertise by putting together a Spring-themed potluck! Joining
Sue at the head table were (seated, L to R) Asplundh Retirees Al Jerdan and Louise Zalucki,
Sue’s husband, Gary, and retired General Foreperson John Zalucki. Standing (L to R) were
co-workers John Baker, Bill Laufer (retired), Carol Marren, Barb Ganderton, Lisa Lamberton
and Lois DeMarco. As Sue says farewell to the Asplundh field folks she served mostly in the
Carolinas, she and Gary are retiring to a warmer climate in Georgia. Happy trails, Sue!
The Asplundh TREE
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InMemoriAm
George Seiz, Jr., 83, passed away at his home in Warrington, Pennsylvania on March 11. He was an Asplundh
Equipment Department employee of 47 years and retired in 1993 as the plant manager in Lynchburg, Virginia.
Born in Philadelphia, George started working in the former Philmont Shop in 1946 where the original Asplundh chipper
and aerial lift were developed and built. During the Korean War, he served in the U.S. Army and then returned to the
Philmont Shop. When Philmont closed in 1983, George transferred to Virginia to manage the Equipment Department’s
operations at the newly-built Lynchburg facility. Ten years later, he retired and moved back up to his home state of
Pennsylvania. George is survived by two sons, a sister, a brother, 19 grandchildren, 31 great-grandchildren and seven
great-great-grandchildren. Granddaughter Andrea Cataldi works for UtiliCon Solutions, Ltd. in Willow Grove as an
executive assistant. Our sincere condolences to George’s large family and circle of friends!

FromTheArchives
u In addition to the old
Asplundh postcard, Charlotte
sent along a few snapshots of
her dad, Flavol ‘Andy’ Owens,
shown here with all his climbing
gear in front of a stake-body
truck in 1940. Originally from
Missouri, he was working in
Delaware for this photo.
Crews traveled far and wide
for work in those days.

p Charlotte Pendleton of St. James, Missouri sent in this promotional
postcard from the late 1930s which she came across while going through
a collection of family mementos. Her mother had written a note on it
saying that Charlotte’s father, Flavol Owens, had worked for this company
in the early 1940s. In those days, to make a more colorful presentation, a
black and white photo could be ‘painted’ and then printed. That way, our
professional crew and truck would have that signature Asplundh orange!

t Here’s the whole
crew and the supervisor.
There were no Asplundh
chippers, aerial lifts,
hard hats or hi-vis vests
to make line clearance
safer and more efficient!

